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outh Engagement and Support (YES) is a movement initiated by Transparency International, Bangladesh 
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strong ethical values of democracy, governance and anti-corruption among the young generation both at the 
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Since its inception, this anti-corruption movement has created awareness and demand at the local level as well 
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of Dhaka University, YES now involves 59 groups with over 4000 members actively working throughout the 
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orruption is currently a global challenge, but more so for Bangladesh which has consistently ranked as 
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Background of the Conference1B

While TIB works with the government to encourage policy reforms and institutional change where necessary, it 
also understands the importance of cultivating values and ethics among the population from an early age to 
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speakers, and thus help them to connect with others who had faced and learned 
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Vice Chancellor of Dhaka University was next to grace the stage and encourage the youth to learn more 
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The 15 different YES groups of Dhaka then gave their annual presentations, comprising of their best 
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Welcome Address by Rezwan-ul-Alam 
Director, Outreach and Communication 
Transparency International, Bangladesh (TIB) 
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The youth are not only the 
future, but the present.
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Address by Key Note Speaker, 
Mahfuz Anam 
Treasurer, Board of Trustees, TIB &
Editor, The Daily Star

G���'>� C���� ������ �'��	
@� 
���"����
�;��
���� ���� 
��� #���� #�	������ =
�
���� ����
preference for conversation rather than 
��������@�G���C�����
��
����
�����"�������
the topic he believed was of paramount 
importance – ‘desh’ ���'�
�
��� G��� C���.��
motivational and patriotic speech encouraged the need for the youth of the country to rethink their roles and 
���
���'
����
��
�����'�
�
�������������.��
�	��
�#���������'���
��
�����'�
�
@������G���C���@�
�����
�#�������	
����
��
�'����}����������������� ��	������� ��������*��
��������� ?�'���	��
�����������
������;����
�� ��� 	�����;���

��'�����������	��

�����W���������#��"�������������������#����@�
�'��������
������	
��������#����
�'���
�
respect from the country and its people and called upon the youth to think about how they could help the country, 
��
����
������#�
�����'�
�
�#�����	�����
��������
����������"����������	�������
��������
�����;������
����'
�

�������	�������
�����'�
�
@�G���C�����������>������
��������
�����
�������'�����
�����������
��
��
�����	��
�'	
'����#�
����
�����	;������������;�����
��
��‘�������	���
���’, ����������>��������@�'������
���
�'
��
����
�
���	���	�	���@��'
�����#�����
�����
��������
����'�
��
��
�#�
��
�'���#�������������
���#��	��#�		��������#�
��

�'@���
�
���G���C����������;�
����;��
����
������		�����
�����
��
����������#�����
��
�������	
�#����������
���������
��
�
��
���	
����'������C�
�����������/���������������
��'	�
�������
������
��������
����	������
�����
/�#�����	�;��
���������#����@�G���C���������
��
��
�����	
�
�"�����
����������
����

�������
��������@�������'	��
�����
���
���
��
�����
�����

G���C��������������������	�������
��#�����������
'���
���������;�����
���	
�����	�����������"��N�MM������
���
J��"��_��;����

��]�����
@�����������
�		
�	��
���������	�����������
����������������"���#@�����
�������'������@�

������"���#��'		�����������"���	�

	��#��	��	�
���
����;��������������
�������������
������"���#��'		�����
'�����
#�
����������
�#�������	
� 
��� ���
� 
��
�G���C����������������������#�
�����������
��	 ‘apni’. No one, the 
���"���#� �'		��� ����

��@� ���� ��������� 
�� ���� ��� 
��
� #�
� �������� G��� C���� '���� 
���� �W���	�� 
�� ���#�
���
������
����#��
������������
���
�����������'	�����
���'
�������*���
	
�
�#��������������
�����'�
�
��

G�;������
����	�
��������
�����
���@�G���C����{'��
������#��
����
���
�'
����	
�
��
�#��������
�
�����'	����
���
����������	�

����������	����������
������#���%���������������
@��������@������	�#���������'	�
��������
�����
����������	����
�
�������������
������
�����������'�
�
@�������G���C������������#��
���"�������'�
�
�#��"�����
�'�
'���
�'���	���%��"��#�
������������'�
�����;��
#������'
�#��
� ����'����	����� �
���}�����
������
��
��;���
cheating in an exam was a form of corruption and urged everyone to shun any form of corruption to create a 
��;����
�
�������
��

~��������� 
�����
���������������	���
�����������	�����������'
���#� 
�����'�
�
� 	��"����;��

����@�G���
Anam pointed out how, even with all its shortcomings, the country had much to be proud of – such as its wealth 
������'	�
���@�������
����������	�����
�~Gq��W���
�������
���#��	�@��'�	����������{'�	�

������������_���
����@�
������
��'����������
��������������N��M��}���
����������
��������
�����'�����
�������
�;���������
���	
�
���
����
�;��� ���� 
����� 
�� ��� ���*������ ���� ���������� G��� C���� ��	�
��� ���� �W��������� ��� z����� #����� ����
z�	��
�������������������W��������
��������>����
��
�
������
�
��
�����	���������������	�����
�����������
��@�
#��	��
�������'�
�
�#����
�		��
�#�����
����M�
������}���W���������������
�
'���������������
��������
����������
�
in a country that was lush with crops, fruits and vegetation, where there is no dearth of water or food and urged 

who was head of the Manusher Jonno 
Foundation and his daughter Tahmina Anam, 
a published writer and winner of multiple 
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Your individual qualities have no meaning if you 
cannot use them for your country.



Address by Chief Guest, 
Dr. A A M S Arefin Siddiqui
Vice Chancellor, Dhaka University

����"�����		�
������
������
��������������
����������@�J���C��*��=����{'��
���	�'���� G��� C���� ��� ���� ���������� �������� }�� 
���� ���"�� �
� 	���
��
���'
�=���"��G'?��.�����������
�������NK�C'�'�
�N��K@��
�
����
��
�=���"��
G'?���#����'�������
��;���
�
����
'���
���
�J��"��_��;����

����
�����
����
���� ���������
���� �'
� ��'	�� ��;��� ��"�� �
�� }�� ����		��� 
��� �

��"�� ���
Sheikh Hasina on 21 August 2004, expressing his condolences for all the 
victims and strongly proclaiming that the killing of innocents is the worst 
����� ��� ����'�
����� J��� C��*�� �������>��� ��� 
��� ����
�� ��� 
��� 
�'
�� 
��
dream, which, he opined, is as important as their right to education, health 
������
���}����{'�������#�
��G���C������� 	��"�����
� 
�������
�;�������
#��"�������
�������
�;��@��
�
����
��
������
�*��		
��
�#��������
��
�
��	��"�
�
� 
��� �'��	'���� ���� ������
���� ���� �'	*		� 
��� ������
���� ���� �'�
'��� 
���
�'��	'�����C��	������	�����

�����	#�
���'		@������J���C��*�@�?'�
�#�
��
#��
��������
��'���j�����
�������
������
�	�

��������'������
���
�'
��
���'	
'���
��������� 
����;�� ���#�����}�����
������ 
��
����� ��� 
���������� 
��
�����
�����	�
���
�'
��
�#���������

�����
���@��'
��
����
���
�'
�.������������	�

�

�������;��

J���C��*���������>���
�����������
���
�'
��
��
�'	
�	�;��
�������'�
�
�����
"��#�����'������'
��
����������	��
��*��
�����'�
������������'�
����#���
�'	
�
��
��� '��;����		
@� ��� ����'	�
��@� ��#� ��'	�� �
� ������	
� ������
�� }��
concluded by thanking TIB and once more drawing attention to the killing 
of innocents and offering his condolences for the victims of the 2004 
������������'	
�


������������
��������
��
������
��
��������
��
�����
����}�����"�������#����
���������
����@�������'	��������
�
������	���	�����'��

�����	
�
���'����'
��'������������

�����
����.������'
����C���������
��G���C���@��
�#���
�����
��
�
����;�����{'�
���"�		���������	�
����
�����	��������]�����'	��	����
���'�����
�"�����������
�;�������
�
/�����
��������
���@����
��@�
��������
���}������	'�����
���
����
��
�����'�
�������������������	�"��
����
���
#�������
�
���
���������#�
�������
��
��;���
��'���
���
����	��"���������
	
�*��@��
�#�'	����'��	������
���	���;���
������
��}������'������
���
�'
��
�����'�����
�������
�;��@��'��'��
������������������{'����
������	�

�
����"��

���������
�'��
������	'����������������

8

The right to dream is as 
important as any other 
basic right.
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YES members ask Mahfuz Anam

Mahfuz Anam’s Response 
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The Struggle Must Go On.
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Dr. Iftekharuzzaman’s  Response
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5 As a YES member, when we come across small scale corruption, we are advised by our seniors to only 
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Address by Session Speaker Anisul Hoque                                                                                         

Deputy Editor,
The Daily Prothom Alo

G��� C���'	� }�{'�@� J��'

� ���
��� ��� J��	
� z��
���� C	�@� �������� 
���
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piloting an aircraft with the staff fast asleep and asking what would happen 
���
������;�������
�����'�
�
�������	����������
����
�����'�
�
.���
�
'�����
���� ��� 
��� ���
� ����'�
� ��� ��'�
����@� G��� }�{'�� ��
��� ��#� ����'�
����
��;����	
� �����
��� 
��� �������
�� }�� ���������� 
��� �������'�� 
���*��
situation, holding unskilled, uneducated drivers with illegally acquired 
	�����������������	���}���
����������
���������������;����
����;�������
����
	�;�	������'��
����������

���'�����
����������
���;�	'�����	�����

=���
����
��
�������
�;��@�G���}�{'������	���
���
������
�
��
������
�����M��
of children are currently attending primary school and if they continued on 

�		� ����� �����	� 
���� �;��
���@� ���	'����� �������@� *�������� ���� ���;����
#�'	�������'��
����}���	�����;�� 
����W���	������������
���
� �~����'���
where most houses are now unaffected by famine and have proper 

���������������}����
���
������
���'
�������
������'����������������������
���'
� ����
�;�� �������� 
���'��� ��

��� ����'����
���� ���� �������>���
the need for the Padma Bridge to be built for greater development and 
�������
������

� ����
�'� 
�		�
�'���	�� 
��
�
�'�#�		���
� 
�"���������@�
�'�#�		��'�������G���
}�{'�������
��@���"��#	������� 
��
� �
�#��� ������������*�'	
���
� 
����;��
����������
�����'�
�
@�����
�#�����
������������

��!��'������'�
�������
���
���
�����
�;����;�	�����
�� ��� 
�����'�
�
@�G���}�{'�����"����� 
���*;��
people who had climbed the Everest, the abundance of properly constructed buildings, and the substantial 
�������� �����;���}������������ 
�������	���������
��	������{'��"� 
�� 	��������������;��� 
��
� �����
����� 
���
immense population, the farmers continued to effectively produce enough food through new and innovative 
�������

G���}�{'���������
��
�#�
����?���

�������	�������#���������'��
��@����LM�
���������	������#�'	�����#�����
G�	�
���������#��%����
��
�
��������;��@�
���
.��
�'
��#�'	�����
�"����
���	���������������#�����#�
�
���
����

�����'�
�
��}���

���'
���
�����'�
�
.��	��"����������	����
���
��	��"�����������
����������
���
��
�#�
���M���		����

�'
�����'	�
���@���	�

	�������������;��
��������#�'	�����'�'	�
��
����	�
��}���W�	������
��
�����	���������"�
�
�
'�������'
���
��������'�
��������
��������������	����������
����������'
�����
���������
@��
�#�		�������@��}��
�����
��@�'��������������
����;������	�����������

����������������������#�
����������������
����
����		
��������>����������
����	�;�����������=���"��@�
G���C���'	�}�{'�@�J��'

����
��@�J��	
�z��
����C	��#�����
���'�����
�G���~�>#���'	�C	��@�J����
��@�
Communication and Outreach, TIB, as a highly respected and well versed individual who had pursued 
�����W��		����
�	�
���
'�������		��
���������}����������G���C���'	�}�{'��������������
�;��������
��
��"	��
����'�
����
���'���;����'�������	���;����
����������;�
�����

Small solutions can solve 
a much bigger problem.
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Address by Session Moderator Robaet Ferdous,   
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The challenge is to make 
innovations available to 
the poor.
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Address by Mr A A Munir Hasan 

ICT Consultant and General Secretary, 
Bangladesh Open Source Network (BOSN)
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We must learn to complete 
initiatives and not give up 
half-way.



YM: What can be done regarding all the fake accounts in Facebook of 
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MH: You must report to Facebook with proof of your identity and tell your friends 
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MH: These kinds of software are there, but the important thing to note is that the barrier that 
has been created between parent and child must be destroyed so that children will not 
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Address by Mr M A Mohit
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money in order to live, noting that humans have 
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as being able to overcome it due to not being habituated to it, and concluded by declaring that everyone was 
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Trekking Club, stating it was a proud moment for him to be able to do so, to 
#�����G���G���
������;������
��������;�
�����G���~�>#����'�
��������������
G���G�C��G���
�����������W���	�*�����#�#�
����
������
�������������
@�����
��'	���;����������������������;�����#�����\���������
����	����������G
��
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There is an Everest to climb for each one of 
you.
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ROUPGPresentations
Achievements, 

Challenges and 
Learning

All 14 YES groups and the Dhaka YES Theatre Group from 
Dhaka presented their progress over the past year with great 
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achievements, challenges and learning are outlined below:

Dhaka YES 1(Dhaka University)
Institute of Social Welfare and Research (Dhaka University)
IBAIS University
Rokeya Hall (Dhaka University)
Stamford University
Uttara University
East West University
����	������`'#��
�G��
����}�		
Institute of Education and Research (Dhaka University)
University of Liberal Arts Bangladesh 
!�?�	�
'�������G'?���}�		��J��"��_��;����

�
Jahangir Nagar University
Sher-e-Bangla Agricultural University
Development Studies (Dhaka University)
Dhaka Yes Theater Group

ACHIEVEMENTS

Raised awareness about the Right To Information (RTI) Act

q������"��#	��������'
�'������\��
��	��
��*��
�����'�
����������
�'��
many Facebook groups to showcase it

Distributed of warm clothes to the poor

Established a network with fellow YES groups
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�
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Generated awareness regarding corruption and increasing interest to 
support TIB

Set up information desks during various admission tests to aid the applying 
students
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CHALLENGES

Lack of support from academic institutions

Political Unrest

Internal struggles and unrest

Cancellation of intended activities

�������*�'	

������	���������'��
����#�
��#��"

Communication barrier with TIB

Time management and punctuality

����
���*������	��'����
���;���
��
���<�=���
�;�
���

Lack of space to rehearse activities such as dramas

�'�	�

����<�=������������
�;�



Lack of dedication among YES members

Lack of initiatives

Taking activities beyond campus premises

LEARNINGS

Increased patriotism and sense of morality

Increased team work, responsibility and coordination

The need for cost effective budgeting during programs

Establishing a professional attitude

���������
������;�
�����������'��#�
����#�������
��*��
�����'�
���

The need to reduce dependency on TIB

The stress on patience and perseverance in order to succeed

�������������*������
��������;�����������
�����'�
���
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YES Members Ask Mr. Iftekharuzzaman, ED, TIB after
The presentations:
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YES Members Ask Mr. Iftekharuzzaman, ED, TIB after
The presentations:
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1.  Students backed by political families instantly get residence while we
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3. Why were no representatives from outside of Dhaka selected to give
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�
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4. Why do people say that TIB itself is corrupt and if I am asked that question,
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����������
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7. It seems to me that only Dhaka members are improving and outside representatives are
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���������#�
��
���J��"���������@��'
�����#����
����
�'��
�
��
������#�
��
��������
����*���
	
����
��
�#��
�����'	�������;��

8. How can members from outside Dhaka expect to learn anything when we are being treated as
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10.   We often need money to reward students for their efforts, but often there is a lack of funds often to do so
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Dr. Iftekharuzzaman’s Response 
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15.   Why the conference is on weekdays when TIB knows our education could
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�����
��

16.   Can TIB do anything so that each ministry has an anti corruption branch to
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18.   When a corrupt individual does not even confess to his crimes, how can we
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20.   Why do we invite and glorify individuals at TIB events who are corrupt
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You have to make the people 
in power accountable for their 
actions.
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here to oppose the government as many may believe but to strengthen the government by removing the thorns 
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them that being corrupt will eventually get them punished and show them the legal documents which outline 
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Moderator: Professor Sumaiya Khair, 
Deputy Executive Director, TIB
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Ms.Selina Hossain
Eminent Litterateur & Secretary General, Board of Trustees, TIB
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Trustees, TIB started enthusiastically by expressing her love for the youth 
and their strength and ability to create the brighter future regardless of 
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You need your actions to 
reflect your words.



Questions asked by YES members to Ms. Selina Hossain
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Questions asked by YES members to Ms. Selina Hossain
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Selina Hossain’s Response
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Selina Hossain in her general response to the questions from the participants discussed laws which do 
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Moderator: Dr Syed Manzoorul Islam, 
Department of English, University of Dhaka &
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Dr Akbar Ali Khan 
Former Adviser to the Caretaker Government
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There is no use being old 
wine in a new bottle.
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Address by Advocate Sultana Kamal    
Chairperson, Board of Trustees, TIB

Advocate Sultana Kamal, Chairperson, Board of Trustees, TIB opened her 
address by earnestly regretting her inability to attend the conference, 
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corruption and work to alleviate the country from its effects was a great loss 
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negativity and barriers that hinder the progress of the country, and 
discussed how, in her youth, it was the time for the youth to go to war for 
independence, and this time, the immense wealth of youth would success-
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Closing Remarks
Dr. Sumaiya Khair, 
Deputy Executive Director, TIB
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looked forward to an effective engagement as YES members and 
expressed hope and good wishes for an even larger initiative in the future 
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International, Bangladesh introduced 5 guests, both from within Dhaka and 
beyond who were integral parts of TIB onto the stage to give their brief 
encouragement to the members and speak about their opinions regarding 
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The Youth shall succeed in 
this war against corruption.

You must fight this battle 
collectively in order to 
succeed.



Outcomes from the Conference

C��'��	
�
������
���
����	����������*���
����
'������
���
conference was the participation of YES members from 
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of witnessing a TIB conference in Dhaka while at the 
same time, allowed them to express their opinions and 
queries directly to TIB in addition to communicating with 
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Challenges identified, lessons learnt and
ways to move forward:

Throughout the two day conference, a number of 
distinguished speakers spoke freely with the only aim to 
encourage and motivate the nearly 300 young YES 
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the active participation of the members and the prompt 
replies by the personalities, it was obvious that there 
would spring forward multiple issues that needed to be 
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their individual challenges, and indeed these challenges 
could be looked at from a broader perspective, for 
political unrest, internal struggles and unfair hierarchy 
are issues that persist in nearly every sector of 
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summed up as follows:

Issues voiced by YES members 
uring the conference

A lack of harmony amidst the YES 
members in general

1

A communication barrier between 
TIB and YES members

2
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for work

3

An underlying feeling of inferiority 
and helplessness as students

4

Disagreement with senior 
management and authority which 
hinders work

5

6 The clear discrimination the ethnic 
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The need for innovation and 
cooperation to battle corruption

7

An overdependence on TIB to 
implement tasks

8

TIB activities being mostly Dhaka 
centric with not enough attention given 
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9

Disagreement with guardians and 
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10
The communication barrier between YES members at 
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parties readily agreed that steps needed to be 
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Lack of communication among members in general, 
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participants were informed of the importance of ICT as 
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learnt the importance of teamwork, discipline, 
patience and perseverance and the only way forward 
was to be able to integrate everything, unite and stand 
together as one against corruption in order to abolish 
�
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