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number of positive developments in the political and 

administrative arena have taken place in Bangladesh during 

recent times. Notable among these were peaceful transition to a 

democratic rule, setting up of non-party caretaker government for 

holding national elections in a free and fair atmosphere, steps for 

separation of executive arm of the government from the judiciary, a 

relatively thriving mass media, firm measures for macro-economic 

stability, and above all an increasingly active role of the civil 

society or the country's general masses in all areas mentioned 

above. 

Despite these advances, numerous problems still remain including 

an unstable political climate, deterioration of law and order 

situation, and proliferation of corruption. Instituting good 

governance in the country by curbing corruption is a foremost 

challenge. Since its inception, TIB has been implementing specific 

programs for prevention and eradication of corruption with the 

greater objective of ensuring sustainable economic development 

and good governance. One of the objectives of TIB is to expand 

its programs up to the grassroots level. To achieve this goal, TIB 

is working by involving the conscious citizens of the country and 

is forging a network of stakeholders against corruption. The 

committees of concerned citizens or CCCs comprise of people at 

the local level who are conscious, educated, patriotic, non-

partisan, accountable to society, honest, incorruptible, enterprising 

and courageous. 

The organizational structure of CCCs is largely informal. TIB 

assists in determining the composition of the committees. The 

committees themselves adopt and run various programs. TIB plays 

a supportive and motivating role by providing information, ideas 

technical assistance and limited financial assistance. These 

committees function at the local level as a watchdog forum and as a 

catalyst for positive changes in the lives of local people.

The committees are mainly working to combat corruption and 

generate accountability through participation of the grassroots 

citizens in order to institute good governance in the public service 

and local administration. Apart from their own programs at the local 

levels, the CCCs actively participate in various TIB programs 

including different types of surveys and research. 

Notable among the service sectors on which the CCCs are presently 

working are: primary education, health, local government and land 

administration. Although established initially with the financial 

assistance of TIB, the CCCs are committed to achieving self-reliance 

gradually through mobilization of local resources. 

We are hoping that alongside TIB, conscious citizens would come 

forward to form similar committees in the respective areas to demand and 

to function as a watchdog for a corruption free, accountable, transparent 

and efficiently governed local administration and public service. TIB is 

always ready to provide any information or technical support in this 

respect. 

 

Committees of 
Concerned Citizens for establishing Good Governance

t is seen from a fact-finding research 

carried out by TIB on the activities of 

Chittagong Port that bribes have to be 

paid in at least 37 points for import and 

export of commodities through the port. 

The importers and exporters have to pay 

Taka 783 crore annually on account of 

bribes. The dishonest officers and 

employees of the customs and port are 

involved in this. Chittagong Port is 

presently known as the most expensive and 

the second riskiest in the world. TIB is of 

the view that curbing corruption and fast 

modernization of the port is required to 

transform it into an effective, efficient and 

dynamic organization. The research was 

conducted between July 2003 and 

June 2004 to investigate the nature, 

magnitude and causes of illegal 

transactions during imports and 

exports through Chittagong Port 

and to find out ways for their 

remedy. The estimated financial 

figures have been arrived at on the 

basis of information, discussions 

and observations of various reliable 

sources involved with the 

Chittagong Port. The full picture of 

corruption could not be unraveled 

due to non-cooperation of many.

The research report was released 

on 28 September at a round-table 

discussion held at the VIP lounge of 

National Press Club. The meeting was 

conducted by TIB Trustee Professor 

Muzaffer Ahmad and the Executive 

Director Dr. Iftekharuzzaman. Senior 

Program Officer of TIB Sydur Rahman 

Molla presented the report. Those who 

participated in the discussion included 

eminent economist M. M. Akash, Acting 

President of FBCCI  Kamaluddin Ahmad, 

Managing Director of K-Line Bangladesh 

Asif A. Chowdhury, Senior Vice-President 

of Chittagong Chamber Ershad Ullah, 

former parliamentarian Shafiqul Islam, 

Amirul Islam Chowdhury of Bangladesh 

Freight Forwarders' Association, 

President of Port Dock Jatiyatabadi 

Sramik Dal Taslim Uddin Ahmed, etc. 

Besides, representatives of various port-

user agencies, experts, businessmen, 

educationists, politicians and members of 

the civil society were present at the 

meeting. News on the event was 

broadcast and published by the local, 

national and international mass media by 

attaching due importance. 

It is found from the TIB research that the 

service recipients have to pay bribes in at 

least 37 places for overcoming the lengthy 

and complex processes of Chittagong Port 

Authority and Customs. They had to pay 

Taka 783 crore as bribes during one year for 

import and export of commodities through 

the port. Of this amount, the Customs 

Department took Taka 451 crore and 

officials-employees of the port Taka 332 

crore. Taka 41 crore were paid as bribes for 

loading-unloading of goods, Taka 672 crore 

for releasing imported goods and Taka 70 

crore were elicited from the exporters as 

bribes. Whereas 7 forms have to be filled up 

for anchoring a ship at the Penang Port of 

Malaysia, many more forms have to be 

filled up at Chittagong Port for the same 

purpose. International Maritime Bureau has 

identified Chittagong Port as the second 

riskiest because of bribery, irregularities and 

various complexities. 

Shipping Agents, C & F (clearing and 

forwarding) Agents and Master Stevedoring 

Agents are involved when import or export 

of commodities take place through the 

Chittagong Port. These three agencies 

perform the tasks of transportation of 

goods, payment of required duties and 

necessary paper-work for carriage 

respectively. It is seen that a shipping agent 

has to pay bribes or 'bakshish' under 11 

heads for anchoring a ship at Chittagong 

Port. The C & F agents have to pay bribes 

in at least 37 points for releasing imported 

goods from customs and port. The 

stevedoring agents have to hire double the 

required number of laborers from the Dock 

Laborer Management Board for handling 

goods on the ship. Besides, there is no 

option other than paying 'bakshish' to the 

laborers. On the other hand, equipment 

operators of the port desist from handling 

commodities or cause damage to the 

containers by allowing them to fall if they 

are not paid predetermined 'bakshsish'. The 

stevedoring agents do not have any control 

over the staff and laborers. An average of 3 

hours (nearly 14%) is wasted each 

day at the port for non-attendance 

of laborers as per schedule. It 

appears from this research that 

Chittagong Port is held hostage by 

10 pilots. The pilots have to be paid 

between 5 thousand and 10 

thousand taka as bribes for an 

additional draft of one inch. A pilot 

takes 5 thousand taka as 'bakshish' 

each time for berthing of a ship in 

the port and 5 thousand taka for 

taking the ship to the outer 

anchorage.

It is seen from available 

information that a total of 1720 

ships had anchored at Chittagong Port 

during 2003, which was a record for this 

port. This research has revealed the amount 

of bribes/bakshish paid under various heads 

to the stevedoring agents for handling 

various ships during the period. It shows 

that a total of 1 crore 89 lakh 84 thousand 

tons of commodities were imported and 24 

lakh 57 thousand tons of goods were 

exported during the period. An amount of 

Taka 19 per ton has to be spent as bakshish 

for loading and unloading of goods from the 

port. According to this estimate, Taka 40 

crore 70 lakh are elicited as bakshish 

alone for loading and unloading of 

commodities. Research shows, the 

officers-employees of the customs and 

port have to be paid Taka 354 per ton as 

bribes for releasing imported goods.

This research on the Chittagong Port 

shows that commodities worth crores of 

taka are damaged inside the port due to  

The C & F agents have to 

pay bribes in at least 37 

points for releasing 

imported goods from 

customs and port.  
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lack of coordination between the port 

authority and the customs. It has been 

observed that Taka 33,400 has to be paid to 

the officers-employees of customs and port 

on an average as bribes for arranging 

auction of containers (TEUS). Of the 

amount, the customs officials are paid Taka 

10,760 and the port officials Taka 7,173 on 

an average. Here, a maximum amount of 

Taka 1 lakh and a minimum amount of Taka 

2,700 had to be paid on an average as bribes. 

In case of exports, bribes or bakshish had to 

be paid to customs for 100 percent of 

consignments and to the port for 92 percent 

of consignments. For commodity exports, 

the customs had to be paid Taka 1,300 per 

consignment and the port almost Taka 1,000 

per consignment on an average. Bribes are 

not required where goods are exported 

through private yards in the port. 

It may be mentioned that Chittagong 

Seaport is an entity subordinate to the 

Ministry of Shipping of the government. 

Seventy five percent of the country's import 

and export trade takes place through this 

thousand-year-old port. TIB has put forward 

a number of recommendations for the 

modernization of Chittagong Port and for 

transforming it intoan effective, efficient and 

dynamic organization. These include 

modernization of the port by amending the 

Port Authority Act of 1976, grooming it as a 

genuinely autonomous organization by 

reducing the influence of the ministry, 

formation of a coordination committee 

comprising of representatives from the port-

users, raising the number of members in the 

authority to 6 in place of 4 by inducting two 

representatives from among the users, 

entrusting the private sector with the 

responsibility of supplying laborers and 

handling equipment, transferring the 

responsibility of appointing stevedoring 

staff to the agents, simplifying the 

procedures for imports and exports by 

reducing them to 5-6 levels, keeping the port 

outside the purview of party politics so that 

labor unions can not hold the port hostage, 

identifying the corrupt individuals by 

installing closed circuit cameras at important 

places of the port and customs, checking 

theft of commodities, and above all making 

arrangements for exemplary punishment 

after identifying the corrupt people involved 

in running the port.

Installing closed 
circuit cameras at 

important places of 
the port and 

customs, checking 
theft of 

commodities. 

Establishment of effective local government possible
only through participation of the people:

                                                            Speakers at a round-table discussion

T  
 he speakers at a roundtable 
organized on the occasion of 
publication of a TIB research 

report on local government have said 
that establishment of effective local 
governance is possible only through 
reduction of dependency, increase in 
own income and people's participation, 
and generation of transparency and 
accountability. This research report on 
52 union councils under 6 upazilas of 5 
districts, namely Mymensingh sadar 
and  Muktagachha under Mymensingh 
district, Jamalpur sadar under 
Jamalpur district, Kishoreganj 
sadar under Kishoreganj district, 
Modhupur of Tangail district and 
Nalitabari of Sherpur district was 
released at a roundtable held at 
CIRDAP Auditorium of the capital 
on 13 September. The report was 
presented by the Senior Program 
Officer of TIB Sydur Rahman 
Molla. Presided over by TIB 
Trustee Professor Muzaffer 
Ahmad, the meeting was 
participated by eminent economist Dr. 
Atiur Rahman, M.M. Akash, Dr. Badiul 
Alam Majumdar, some chairmen of 
municipalities and union councils from 
the areas where the research was 

conducted, and conveners and members 
of Committees of Concerned Citizens 
formed under the aegis of TIB. 
Recommendations made in this report 
on 6 municipalities and 52 union 
councils of greater Mymensingh region 
says that in order to raise the quality of 
services of the local governments and 
to build them up as genuinely self-
governed institutions, the participation 
of the people should be enhanced, 
arrangements should be made for 
proper training of elected chairmen, 

members/commissioners, adequate 
allocations should be made in the 
budget for local governments, 
unwarranted interferences in their 
activities should be stopped, 

dependency on the government should 
be reduced, own income should be 
enhanced and maximum utilization of 
resources should be ensured; 
establishment of well-governed and 
empowered local governments is 
possible if transparency and 
accountability in their activities are 
ensured.
 Two research surveys were conducted 
in October last year with the 
cooperation of the Committees of 
Concerned Citizens of the above 
mentioned areas formed through the 

initiative of TIB. The survey shows 
that 12 percent of the household 
members had to face arbitration of 
the chairmen/members of the union 
councils and 40 percent held the 
view that the chairmen/members 
were not neutral in the arbitrations. 
10 percent of the respondents said 
that they had paid Taka 4,500 as 
bribes for the arbitration. Additional 
money also had to be paid for

obtaining citizenship certificates from 
the chairmen. 36 percent of the people 
spoke of bribing the municipality for 
obtaining approval for building 
construction. 16 percent of the 
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households obtained trade, transport or 
contractors' license from the 
municipality authority during the 
previous two years. Of them, 47% 
households had to pay Taka 505 on an 
average as bribes. Besides, 61% had to 
pay Taka 9.50 on an average for the 
citizenship certificate.
It is seen from the research that 71% of 
those registered for relief hold the view 
that the registration was done by 
adhering to normal procedure. 29 
percent said that they had to pay bribes 
for the purpose. 52% of those who 
spoke about receiving various categories 
of relief held the view that they get less 
relief than the amount fixed by the 
government. 23% could not say what 
quantity of relief they were getting. 
Among those who were not registered, 
24% were of the opinion that they were 
qualified to get relief under these 

projects. Of them, 
38% held the 
view that were 
not included in 
the project due to 
nepotism. . 74% 
citizens were 
dissatisfied with 
the role of the 
union councils in 
d i s t r i b u t i n g  
relief, 20% 
m o d e r a t e l y  

satisfied and 1% satisfied. 64% of the 
respondents in the unions said that they 
did not have sufficient number of roads.
Only 3% of the respondents spoke about 
the role of union councils in installing 
sanitary latrines for healthcare and 
cleanliness. Of them, 16% households 
claimed to have paid Taka 200 on an 
average as bribes to the union councils. 
50% of the respondents said that the 
roads in their locality were dirty and 
44% said that the roads were 
moderately clean. In the 
municipalities where research was 
carried out, 56% said that the 
roads in their areas were dirty. 
Only 2% of the respondents 
expressed satisfaction at the 
performance of the municipality 
in maintaining cleanliness. On an 
average, 86% of the respondents 
conveyed their dissatisfaction at 
the performance of the 
municipalities in removing 
garbage from their areas. 
Regarding the role of the union 
councils in supplying safe 

drinking water and irrigation, 61% of 
the respondents said that they did not 
have sufficient numbers of tubewells in 
their area for collecting drinking water. 
Merely 3% respondents said that the 
union councils took any initiative only 
after a request was made. Only 12% of 
the respondents informed that initiative 
for supplying arsenic-free water was 
taken by the union council only after 
they had made the request. And only 1% 
informed that the union council had 
made arrangements for irrigation. Only 
2% of the respondents spoke about any 
initiative by the union council for 
employment of the youth. On the other 
hand, 87% of the respondents spoke 
about lack of drainage system for 
irrigation in the municipal areas. 
It is seen from the report that 48% of the 
households had paid the tax fixed by 
union council during the previous two 
years. 65 percent from among those who 
had not paid tax cited lack of reminders 
from the union council and 14% cited 
financial difficulties for non-payment of 

taxes. Almost 95% of the respondents 
did not know the magnitude of annual 
development budget for the union 
council. 
On the other hand, it is seen from the 
survey that 46% households had paid 
taxes specified by the municipalities 
during the previous two years. Only 2% 
knew the volume of annual development 
budget for the municipality. 84 percent 
of the respondents from the unions and 
85 percent from the municipalities 
opined that the development budgets for 
their localities were not fully spent.
One-fifth of the respondents from the 
unions described the law and order 
situation in their localities as bad. 71 
percent said that law and order in their 
areas was reasonable. 11 percent 
respondents said, the union councils 
always cooperated with the 
administration in apprehending 
criminals. 51 percent said that they 
occasionally cooperated and 29 percent 
said 'never'. 
96% of the respondents in the 

municipalities said that the 
mosquito menace in their territory 
was excessive. Only 0.2% of the 
respondents were satisfied with 
the role of the municipalities in 
eradication of mosquito and 
98.4% were dissatisfied. Only 2% 
respondents held the view that the 
municipalities tried to regulate the 
quality of food in the restaurants 
and markets. 
It may be mentioned that the mass 
media gave prominent coverage 
to the research reports on union 
councils and municipalities after 
their release on 13 September. 

Only 2% of the respondents 
spoke about any initiative by 

the union council for 
employment of the youth. 
On the other hand, 87% of 

the respondents spoke about 
lack of drainage system for 
irrigation in the municipal 

areas.

64% of the 
respondents in 

the unions 
said that they 
did not have 

sufficient 
number of 

roads.
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12% service 
recipients had to face 
various problems in 

sales as well. 76 
percent of them spoke 
of paying Taka 1900 

on an average for 
solving this problem.

report card survey conducted by 

TIB in 6 municipalities and 52 

unions of greater Mymensingh region has 

depicted pictures of widespread corruption 

in purchase-sale of land, mutation, 

procurement of duplicate documents, and 

sale of stamps and cartridge papers in the 

land offices of those areas. TIB is of the 

view that swift reform measures are 

required for improving the present 

situation. 

The report was released at a round-table 

meeting held at the CIRDAP Auditorium of 

the capital on 14 September. Senior 

Program Officer of TIB Saidur Rahman 

Molla presented the report. Presided over 

by the TIB Trustee Professor Muzaffer 

Ahmad, the meeting was participated by 

Dr. Abdur Razzak MP, Mizanur Rahman 

Chowdhury of ALRD, former Additional 

Inspector General of Police Masudul Huq, 

some chairmen of municipalities and union 

councils from the research area, conveners 

and members of the Committees of 

Concerned Citizens formed through the 

initiative of TIB. The Executive Director of 

TIB Iftekharuzzaman was also present on 

the occasion. 

The research was conducted during 

October and November last year at 6 

municipalities and rural areas of 52 unions 

in greater Mymensingh region with the 

cooperation of TIB-inspired Committees of 

Concerned Citizens in order to establish a 

transparent, accountable, corruption-free 

and well-run land administration. 

90 percent of the households in these areas 

had fallen prey to corruption while 

registering lands during the previous two 

years. Each household had to pay over 2 

thousand taka each time on an average. The 

service recipients in the 6 research 

locations had to pay almost 12.25 crore 

taka as bribes to those involved in the 

registration process. However, the sub-

registry offices at Nalitabari and 

Kishoreganj sadar termed the findings of 

the TIB survey as 'lies' in their written 

statements. 

It is seen from the survey that each 

household had to pay on an average Taka 

2093 as bribe for land registration. A total 

of 3000 households - 1800 from the rural 

areas and 1200 from the urban habitats - 

had paid Taka 12.21 crore as bribes to those 

involved in registration during the previous 

two years. During the aforementioned 

period, 59% of the households had shown 

the price of land at a value less than its real 

price and the value was deflated by 49% 

from the real price of land. In the opinion 

of 81% respondents, the deed-writers had 

played a role in this. 18 percent of the 

respondents had paid Taka 1272 as bribe on 

an average for the purpose. They informed 

that they had to pay much more than the 

price fixed by the government for purchase 

of stamps and cartridge papers. 

It is seen from the findings of this survey 

on land administration that not only in case 

of purchase of land, 12% service recipients 

had to face various problems in sales as 

well. 76 percent of them spoke of paying 

Taka 1900 on an average for solving this 

problem. Besides, 92% service recipients 

had to pay average bribes of Taka 1595 for 

mutation of their land during the previous 

two years. And the time it took on an 

average was 1 years 2 months. During the 

same period, they spent Taka 317 on an 

average for procuring various documents 

related to land.

The research shows that the level of 

satisfaction of the respondents regarding 

the services provided by various officers-

employees involved in land registration 

was minimal. Only 17% of the respondents 

expressed satisfaction at the services 

rendered by Assistant Commissioners 

(Land), 9% in case of Sub-registrars, 7% in 

case of Tahsildars, 8% in case of Deed-

writers and only 3% in case of Kanungos 

and Settlement Officers. 

For checking corruption and ensuring 

transparency in land administration, TIB 

has made recommendations for changes in 

traditional procedures for registration of 

sold or purchased land, proper coordination 

between all offices related to land 

administration, ensuring easy availability 

of all information related to land, reduction 

of citizens' tendency to evade tax 

payments, preservation of all land-related 

information including documents in 

computers, generation of mass awareness 

on the subject, and above all greater role of 

the mass media in creating awareness on 

A

82

96 97
90

99

79

92

0

20

40

60

80

100
M

y
m

en
si

n
g

h

Ja
m

al
p

u
r

K
is

h
o

re
g

an
j

M
u

k
ta

g
ac

h
a

M
ad

h
u

p
u

r

N
al

it
ab

ar
i

A
v

er
ag

e

5

Percentage of bribing for the mutation of land

TIB Newsletter

Massive 
corruption in land 
admin i s t r a t ion
unearthed:

swift reforms 

necessary

Corruption Database Report 

Ordinary people suffer most due to corruption:  

The highest proportion of 
incidents had happened in the 
capital. The lowest number of 

reports dealing with 
corruption involved 
Nawabganj district. 

T
IB's newspaper-based 
Corruption Database Report 
was released on 31 August 

through a press conference. It shows 
that reports on 1115 incidents of 
corruption were published in 23 
national and regional newspapers 
during the last 6 months of 2003. 
Among these, the government incurred 
a financial loss of Taka 225 crore in 
253 incidents of corruption. The 
research shows that the ordinary people 
suffer maximum harm due to 
corruption, the rate being 42.3%. The 
recommendations of the report say that 
political goodwill can 
play the most effective 
role in checking 
corruption. Research 
Officer of TIB Md. 
Abdul Alim presented 
the report at the press 
conference held at the 
National Press Club. 
The TIB Trustee 
Professor Muzaffer 
Ahmad replied to 
various queries put 
forward by the reporters. 
The Communication 
Minister Barrister Nazmul Huda 
reacted very sharply after the report 
was published. Rejecting the findings 
of the report, he said, TIB had prepared 
it without any evidence based on 
newspaper reports only for the sake of 
its existence. In a BBC interview, the 
communication minister said, "Some 
newspapers of Bangladesh publish 
many sumptuous items. If those were 
the basis of the TIB report, then I do 
not want to say anything about how 
baseless and concocted those can be".
In the corruption database research 
carried out in 6 months between July 
and December 2003, a total of 1046 
reports related to corruption were 
monitored and analyzed. 
Although 792 of these reports 
were related to financial losses, 
the amount of financial loss 
could be known in only 253 
cases. The amount of financial 
loss according to these were 
Taka 212 crore 44 lakh 53 
thousand 39. 15.18% of the 

corruption reports published in 
newspapers were 
related to the police, 12% to local 
governments and education was in third 
place with 10.4%. 10.1% of corruption 
had taken place in the health and family 
welfare sector. It is seen from the 
corruption database report that 
maximum financial corruption (32.8%) 
took place in the communication sector. 
The food sector (18.8%) occupied the 
second position and direct and indirect 
tax sector (16.63%) third position. 
Financial corruption in this sector was 
Taka 35 crore 32 lakh 48 thousand 50, 

which was almost half of the financial 
corruption taking place in the 
communication sector. Notable among 
other government sectors where 
financial corruption took place were 
finance, home affairs (excluding police) 
and energy and mineral resources. 
Financial corruption taking place in 
private services and political parties 
should also be mentioned. Of the 
financial losses incurred in 253 
incidents, 47% of the money belonged 
to the government and 41.9% to the 
private sector or the masses. Besides, 
money belonging to the donor agencies 
(3.6 %) and NGOs (2.8%) were also 
there.

This report shows that the general 
masses were the ones to be harmed 
most (42.3%). Various categories of 
corrupt officers-employees take money 
directly from the populace through 
various means. The government 
occupies the second position in the list. 
The government was the primary loser 
in one-third of the monitored incidents. 
Besides, the number of students and 
businessmen among those who incurred 
losses in the primary stage were quite 
substantial. The number of general 
citizens, government, farmers and 
businessmen among those who incurred 

losses in the middle phase was also 
notable. Besides, notable among the 
other prices paid primarily due to 
corruption were violation of human 
rights (16.4%), deterioration of law 
and order situation (4.4%) and 
disruption of development (1.3%). 
It is seen after scanning corruption-
related reports published in 17 
national and 6 regional newspapers 
that actions were taken in case of 
only 31.4% of the reports. These 
included incidents of informing the 
authority (9.3%), and lodging of 

cases (7.7%). And 4.4% of the incidents 
were under investigation. Of the 1046 
scanned reports, the affected persons 
took the initiative in 326 incidents 
where actions were taken. The second 
and third positions were occupied by 
concerned departments and general 
citizens. The Bureau of Anti-Corruption 
took steps in only 3.7% of incidents. 
17.4% of the reported incidents of 
corruption took place in Dhaka district. 
The highest proportion of incidents had 
happened in the capital. The lowest 
number of reports dealing with 
corruption involved Nawabganj district. 
And among the thanas, Ramna of 
Dhaka still occupied the highest 

position with 58 published reports 
on corruption. It is seen by 
analyzing the reports that 67.1% 
from among 1394 
officers/employees primarily 
involved in the incidents were 
working in government and 
autonomous organizations. The 
percentage of officers-employees 
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working in private organizations was 

25.2%. 7.7 were elected people's 

representatives. 

If the gender of the involved officials is 

analyzed, it is seen that almost 50% were 

males and 2.6% females. Gender of the rest 

could not be known. Again, if the class of 

involved officers/employees is analyzed, it 

is seen that high-ranking officials have 

again been identified as more corrupt, the 

rate being 21.6 percent. The percentage of 

lower level corrupt officers-employees was 

15.4% and the clerical class 6.8 percent.

It is seen from the research that government 

officers-employees serve their personal 

interests by abusing power while 

discharging the responsibilities bestowed 

on them, which is 38.2% of total 

corruption. Bribe occupies the second 

highest position. Besides, corruption is 

resorted to through misappropriation and 

fraud as well. It has been found that 174.3 

reports on corruption were published in 

newspapers on an average each month. It 

appears from the report that the incidence 

of corruption rises in sectors where people 

get more and more services. 

If the research period (July-December 

2003) of 6 months is compared with the 

previous years, it is seen that in the year 

2000, incidents involving the police 

accounted for 18.2% of all incidents. This 

percentage decreased to 15% in 2001, 

increased in the first 6 months of 

2002 and 2003 and 

l a s t l y  decreased in 

the last 6 months of 

2 0 0 3 .  A l t h o u g h  

i n c i d e n t s  related to 

corruption in the 

education sector 

increased during 2 0 0 1  

and 2002 compared 

to 2000, it a g a i n  

d e c r e a s e d  during the 

first and second 6 months of 

2003. Although the scanned incidents of 

corruption related to local government 

sector decreased slightly in 2001 compared 

to 2000, it again increased in 2002. But 

although the percentage decreased by 5% in 

the first 6 months of 2003, it again 

increased by 2% in the second half of 2003. 

15 percent of the scanned reports were 

selected as sample and then their 

authenticities were verified. It has been 

found that 95.2% of these reports did not 

reach the anticorruption offices of the 

concerned districts. 

According to the TIB report, political 

goodwill is needed foremost for tackling 

corruption. Corruption may also decrease if 

protests-resistance can be organized against 

the corrupt elements on an instantaneous 

basis. Besides, corruption would diminish 

if an independent and effective 

Anticorruption Commission could be set 

up, swift and stringent legal measures 

against the corrupt could be taken, an 

Ombudsman was appointed, increased 

freedom of the press could be ensured, the 

judiciary could be separated from the 

executive, administrative reforms were 

undertaken and above all if a social 

movement could be waged with the 

participation of the civil society for 

nurturing a culture where corruption was 

not tolerated. 
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TIB's Programs on International Anti-Corruption Day
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T
he United Nations has recently 

designated 9th December as the 

International Anti-Corruption 

day which will be observed 

worldwide. On this occasion TIB has 

decided to undertake some programs 

to create greater public awareness and 

participation in curbing corruption. 

An elaborate plan has been chalked 

out to observe this day which includes 

essay competit ion, painting 

competition for children, seminar and 

rally. In pursuance of a decision taken 

at the 7th session of the General 

Assembly of the UN, there was an 

International conference from 9-11 

December, organized under the 

auspices of the UN to discuss the 

problems of corruption that is 

vitiating the economies of the world 

and to suggest ways and means of 

controlling it. A total of 129 countries 

attended the Conference held at 

Merida in Mexico and a Charter of 

agreement about fighting corruption 

was signed by 87 countries on the 

very first day.

To make the signing a point of 

departure and the day as the day of 

launching a new international Anti-

corruption movement, 9th December 

was declared the UN Anti-corruption 

Day. The signatories solemnly 

pledged on behalf of their respective 

countries and governments to enact 

proper laws to eradicate all types of 

corruption including extortion, 

bribery, misuse of power and other 

irregularities.

Though it was expected that our 

government as well as the main 

opposition would give due attention to 

the potentials of this agreement, but it 

appears that they are yet to feel that 

necessity. 

Curbing corruption was one of the 

main electoral pledges of the major 

political parties during the last 

parliamentary election. The present 

government came in to power by 

declaring all-out resistance against 

corruption. The opposition parties had 

also spoken about taking measures 

against corruption. Apart from 

framing an incomplete law on the 

Anti-Corruption Commission, the 

government has not played any 

notable role till now. The opposition 

parties have also not taken up any 

sincere program against corruption. 

The lack of sincerity and commitment 

of the government and other political 

parties in curbing corruption would be 

proved once again if they remain 

indifferent to this Convention. 

The anti-corruption culture in any 

country can be reinforced through 

wide publicity and discussions about 

this treaty. The citizens would become 

more conscious about the nature of 

corruption, its unacceptability and the 

rationale for punishing those who are 

involved in it. So the conscious and 

organised civil society should show 

more interest about this international 

Convention. Due pressure must be 

exerted on the government for signing 

TIB Newsletter



From the pages of Newspaper

CourtWatch Research Report

I

Fraud exposed - after 3,000 years in Egypt
An Egyptian researcher says he has uncovered evidence of corruption and 

nepotism going back some 3,000 years. A daily newspaper has published 

details of the study on its front page under the headline Thebesgate after 

the name of an ancient Egyptian city. The paper says it is Egypt's oldest 

case of political corruption and official cover-up. 

At issue was a plot to cover up the theft of gold and jewellery hidden in 

the tombs of the Pharaohs. According to researcher Ahmad Saleh, whose 

work is quoted by the Al-Masri Al-Yaoum newspaper, senior officials 

involved in the looting were allowed to walk free while ordinary people 

were tried and punished.

The looters were caught and put on trial in the ancient city of Thebes, 

roughly the equivalent of modern-day Luxor. But as it turned out that 

some senior officials were involved, the case was closed, in what appears 

to have been one of the first examples in history of an official cover-up.

 Source: BBC News, 5 August 2004

Report lists most corrupt departments in India
Contrary to popular perception it is not the police that is the most corrupt 

government department in India. Instead health and education top the list 

of corrupt departments in a report prepared by Transparency International, 

an NGO that tracks corruption worldwide.

The tainted departments that feature on the list include: Electricity 

Department, Telephone and Railways, Land and Building Department, 

Judiciary, Tax Department, Public Distribution System, These departments 

have reportedly taken bribes amounting to Rs 27,000 crore in the last two 

years and are showing no signs of slowing down.

Anti-corruption roadmap 
drafted in Philippines
President Macapagal-Arroyo has 

drawn a "roadmap'' for the fight 

against corruption and vowed to 

personally lead the campaign to 

eliminate the scourge. Ms Arroyo wants 

to emulate Hong Kong, which she noted 

was considered one of Asia's most corrupt 

30 years ago but has now emerged to be the 

second least corrupt.

Ms Arroyo's anti-corruption roadmap includes 

enforcing anti-graft laws and lifestyle checks, 

downsizing the government bureaucracy and 

"inculcating'' values in schools and in the 

government institutions through the Presidential 

Commission on Values Formation.

In the roadmap, corruption was identified as "one of 

the biggest obstacles to economic development and 

poverty reduction,'' a major concern of the people and 

one of the oft-repeated arguments against new taxes. 

The Philippines is perceived to be the fourth most 

corrupt country in Asia. The Arroyo administration wants to 

transform, through legislation, the Office of the Ombudsman into the 

model of Hong Kong's Independent Commission Against Corruption.

Source: Philippines Daily Enquirer, 4 August 2004

Pension scheme reduces police corruption
The pension system for retired policemen in East China's Jiangsu 

Province has been hailed a success a year after its launch. 

Corruption charges against officers have dropped by half, thanks to 

the scheme. More than 140,000 policemen have been covered by 

the system, one-fifth of the province's total police force, said 

Chen Xu, the Jiangsu Provincial Public Security Bureau's 

director of the information. The system would be carried 

out in the whole province step by step, Huang said.

If the policeman begins to work at the age of 22, 

observes all the disciplines and never gets any 

punishment, he will obtain all the money as an award 

after retirement, which is about 300,000 yuan 

(US$36,000). However, if the policeman is punished 

for dishonesty, the money is reduced. If he is 

dismissed, he will lose all of the money.

Statistics show that from this January to June 

there were 104 cases filed against offending 

officers -- a decrease of 27.3 per cent 

compared with the same period of last year. 

Among them, the number of corruption cases 

decreased 56 per cent from the same time last 

year

Source: China Daily, 26 August, 2004.

China targets corruption                         
China's Communist party has warned that corruption is a 

life or death issue for the party. 

Corruption is widely believed to be rampant in China - made 

worse by the inability of ordinary people to challenge the nation's 

Communist officials. 

Over the years thousands of officials have been punished, some executed, 

but corruption is still an important topic for the public, and the Communist 

party.

A new report by the party's central committee has warned that the fight 

against corruption is an issue of life and death for the party. 

It says that the party's continued rule cannot be taken for granted, and 

warns that the longer the party remains in power the more arduous the task 

will be. 

It called for corrupt officials to be punished, and for the party to intensify 

its institutional advancement to ensure clean and honest officials.

Source: ABC News, 27 September 2004

Upsurge in recruitment of manpower before 
dissolution
There has been an upsurge in recruitment of staff in the Bureau of Anti-

Corruption. The process is underway now for recruitment to the posts of 

Constables, MLSS, Assistant Inspectors and Inspectors. Many questions 

and doubts have arisen regarding this hasty recruitment of manpower just 

before the dissolution of the bureau. Because, according to Section 35 of 

the Anti-Corruption Commission Act, only those considered qualified by 

the Commission would be retained in service from among the existing 

officers-employees of the bureau after making necessary verifications and 

scrutiny. The government would be requested to withdraw others and the 

government would then withdraw them. Presently, 1271 officers-

employees work at the Bureau of Anti-Corruption.

Source: Doinik Bhorer Kagoj, 19 September 2004

obstructions to movement of traffic 
were almost one-third of those 
related to extortion. The rate of 
awarding punishment in the trials 
under this law was 65.3%. There was 
no punishment in the remaining 
34.7% cases. On the other hand, the 
defendants have complained that 
investigations in 60% of the cases 
were not proper and neutral. 

According to 42.2 percent of 
respondents including the police, 
peshkars working in the courts, 
magistrates, lawyers, investigating 
officers and so on, this law was 

framed with a political 
motive. 57.2% of the 
populace did not have any 
idea about the law. But 
57.2% of the respondents 
working for the defendants 
held the view that it was a 
black law and 31.6% 

opined that it was done with political 
motive. And 23.2% held the view 
that it was a good law. On the other 
hand, 41% respondents belonging to 
the victims' side considered it to be a 
good law. 
It is seen from this research that 
45.3% of the investigating officers 

held the view that sufficient 
time was given for 
investigating the cases 
properly and neutrally. 
Concerned lawyers in the 
courts opined that it was not 
possible to conduct the 
investigation properly and 
neutrally; the investigation 
reports have to be submitted 
hastily out of compulsion and 
consequently the reports were not 
error-free. 
It is seen from the findings of the 
report that expenses at the speedy 
trial courts were less. The more the 
interaction between the people and 
the courts, the higher was the rate of 
corruption. As trial was completed 
very swiftly in speedy trial courts, 
there was relatively less interaction 
between the people and the courts. 
Consequently, there was less 
corruption here. 
TIB holds the view that government 
interference is not desirable in 
litigations under the Speedy Trial Act 
2002. As there is provision for appeal 
by the convicted people in the higher 
courts, there should be arrangements 
for speedy trial in the appeal courts 
as well. It is not fair to give other 

responsibilities to an official who is 
entrusted with the responsibility of 
completing the investigation within 
the specified period. This law could 
play a supportive role in swift trials 
if the infrastructure facilities and 
courts were modernized. 
Appointment of separate 
Ombudsman for the courts, sufficient 
allocations in the budget and massive 
publicity campaign on the law among 
the masses were also necessary.  
It may be mentioned that after 
adoption in the 8th Jatiya Sangsad, 
this law [Law and Order Disruption 
Crimes (Speedy Trial) Act 2002) has 
been in operation since 10 April 2002 
and is effective for trial of 7 kinds of 
offences. TIB conducted this 
research on the effectiveness of this 
law last year (2003). The report 
received wide coverage in the mass 
media after its publication.

t is observed from research 
carried out on the 'Law and 
Order Disruption Crimes 

(Speedy Trial) Act 2002' under the 
purview of Court-watch Research of 
TIB that trial was generally 
concluded within specified time 
under the Act. But the lawyers said 
that one-fourth of the filed cases 
were political in nature. 
This report was released on 12 
September through a roundtable 
discussion held at the CIRDAP 
Auditorium of the capital. Presided 
over by the TIB Trustee Professor 
Muzaffer Ahmad, valuable 
comments on the report were made 
by Executive Director of Ain-O-
Shalish Kendra Advocate Sultana 
Kamal and eminent lawyer Dr. 
Shahdeen Malik, who attended the 
meeting as discussants. Those who 
took part in the open discussion 
included the Jatiya Party MP Anwar 
Hossain Monju, JSD President 
Hasanul Haque Inu, former 
Additional Inspector General of 
Police Masudul Huq, etc. The 

Secretary General of TIB Trustee 
Board Ruhi Ghuznavi was present on 
the occasion. Research Officer Md. 
Abdul Alim presented the report. 
It is seen from this research that 
investigation reports on relevant 
cases were submitted within 
specified 7 days. Besides, the 
findings of the research show that 
the trial process were completed 
within due time. It has been found 
that two-thirds of the cases were 
concluded before the specified 30 
days and the remaining one-third 
cases were completed within 
specified time.
The lawyers termed one-fourth 
(25.3%) of the cases filed under the 
Law and Order Disruption Crimes 
(Speedy Trial) Act-2002 as political 
cases. People relevant to the cases, 
especially the lawyers have said 
from their experiences that the 
government interferes with the 
handling of the cases in over one-
third instances. The Peshkars and 
Magistrates claim government 
interferences to be lesser. Many 

respondents refused to make any 
comment on the subject. 
Findings from the research show that 
in over two-third (67.6%) of the 
cases filed under the Act, money was 
illegally collected from the accused. 
Various professionals working in the 
courts including Magistrates, 
lawyers and Peshkars were involved 
in these illegal transactions. In the 
opinion of the accused, the Peshkars 
of the courts were involved most in 
illegal extraction of money. They 
elicited money by committing to 
convey various information and 
obtain the blessings of the 
Magistrate for the 
defendants. Besides, 
the magistrates and 
lawyers also took 
money on various 
pretexts. The lawyers 
of the affected parties 
were ahead in taking 
illegal payments from them. They 
took this money in addition to 
specified fees. 32.5% took money for 
obtaining bail or for bringing the 
outcome in their favor. Over 50% of 
the incidents related to extortions 
and hijackings. Incidents of creating 
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Build a habitable country for the posterity
by uniting against corruption

                                  - TIB Chairman at the inauguration of a citizens' committee

CCC Activity
  

he Chairman of Transparency 
International Bangladesh 
Samson H. Chowdhury has 

called upon all to become more 
conscious, united and vocal against 
corruption by shaking off all types 
of lethargy and laxity and to work 
for building a habitable country for 
the future generations. He was 
speaking at the installation 
ceremony of the TIB-inspired 
Committees of Concerned Citizens 
in the northern region of the 
country at Rangpur, Lalmonirhat 
and Kurigram sadar. 
Chaired by Mr. Chowdhury, an 
eminent industrialist of the country, 
the installation ceremony was held 
at the RDRS Auditorium, Rangpur, 
on 16 September. It was also 
addressed by the Executive 

Director of TIB Dr. 
Iftekharuzzaman, Senior 
Program Officer Ekram 
Hossain, Conveners of the 
citizens' committees of Rangpur, 
Kurigram and Lalmonirhat sadar: 
journalist Sadrul Alam, teacher 
Moynul Islam and Advocate 
Enamul Huq Chowdhury, and TIB 
officials Samapika Halder and 
Rafiqul Islam. Journalists from the 
national and local newspapers and 
leading officials of Rangpur region 
working in some leading Non-
government Organizations of the 
country were present in the 
function. 
The TIB Chairman said, 'we can be 
courageous only when we are 
united'. Attaching highest 
importance to education, he said 

that an educated 
person can make his 
own decision. National 
development is never 
possible without 
spreading education. 
He described the 
deterioration of 
education quality as 

very harmful for the nation. 
It may be mentioned that TIB is 
forming Committees of Concerned 
Citizens at various regions of the 
country for raising the quality of 
services through establishing 
accountability by activating the 
people and society and making 
them more conscious. 
Daylong discussions were held at 
the installation ceremony on the 
nature of corruption, means of 
remedy, importance of citizens' 
movement and manual of the 
citizens' committees. 
Report: Ekram Hossain

Visit to Shibram School under the 

"Island of Integrity"  Program

n initiative has been taken to transform 

various private organizations into 'islands of 

integrity' under the National Integrity 

Program of TIB by putting emphasis on quality of 

education. Some TIB staff inspected the much 

acclaimed 'Shibram Model Government Primary 

School' of Gaibandha under this program. The school 

has been awarded national prize as the best 

government primary 

school. The managing 

committee of the school 

has been awarded prize as 

the best managing 

committee of the country. 

The Headmaster of this 

school has received 

national prize as the best 

teacher. The objective of 

this visit by the TIB staff 

was to find out how it 

became a model 

educational institution and 

the reasons behind its successes.  

Deprived of modern facilities and located at a rural 

setting, the 'Shibram Model Government Primary 

School' has provided room for fresh thought on 

primary education in the country through its 

multifarious activities. By adhering to the rules and 

regulations of the government and by involving the 

local community, this school has generated awareness 

on school infrastructure, quality of education, health 

etc. in the area. A few more high schools and colleges 

have been built modeled on the teaching methods of 

this school. The number of residential students in the 

school is 200, all of whom came from other districts. 

The literacy rate within the 

boundaries of Shibram 

School is 99 percent. It could 

be gathered by talking to the 

guardians that their children 

wanted to go to school even 

by ignoring rains and storms. 

Apart from 11 government 

teachers, another 41 teachers 

work in the school on self-

funding basis. The number of 

students in the school is 800. 

Income of this educational 

institution has been enhanced 

by raising domestic animals, setting up fish farm, 

forming cooperative society, etc. The architect of this 

extraordinary success by the school is its Headmaster 

Nurul Alam. He has received national prize as the 

best headmaster. Nurul Alam was invited as an 

instructor for training Assistant Education Officers of 

Upazilas. 

Report: Muhammad Mohsin and Rafiqul Islam

A

Students are studying at  the school's library 
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TI report calls for truly independent Anti-Corruption

Commission and Ombudsman in Bangladesh 

S

"Systemic 
corruption 

poses a 
serious 

challenge to 
efforts to 

promote good 
governance in 
Bangladesh" 

ystemic corruption poses a 
serious challenge to efforts to 
promote good governance in 

Bangladesh, said Professor Muzaffer 
Ahmed, trustee TIB. Urgent steps are 
needed to address " the lack of laws on 
political party finance, poor service 
conditions and low salary structure for 
public officials, and the fact that key 
watchdog agencies lack adequate, well 

and skill staff," said 
Professor Ahmad. 
The Bureau of Anti-
Corruption has been 
the main agency 
responsible for 
c o n t r o l l i n g  
corruption, but its 
impact has been 
blunted " as it is run 
out of the office of 

the Prime Minister and is subject to 
political influence," states the National 
Integrity System TI Country Study 
Report Bangladesh 2003, published on 
14 September 2004. "The creation of 
the Independent Anti-Corruption 
Commission is a positive step forward, 
but there is a serious need to ensure a 
truly independent Anti-Corruption 
Commission with real teeth," said 
Professor Ahmad. "Key to the 
effectiveness of the commission is its 
financial independence, which must be 

ensured as evidence 
of the government's 
commitment to curb 
corruption," said 
Iftekhar Zaman, 
Executive Director of TIB. 
According to Peter Rooke, TI 
Regional Director for Asia-Pacific, the 
report on Bangladesh "should 
encourage the Bangladeshi 
government to strengthen its 
engagement with the ADB/OECD 
Anti-Corruption Action Plan for Asia 
and the Pacific, which focuses on 
identifying national priorities for 
action by governments." Under the 
action plan, adopted in Tokyo on 30 
November 2001, governments agreed 
to select two or three priorities to meet 
their from a comprehensive list of 
anti-corruption proposal to meet their 
particular needs. However, said 
Rooke, " out of 21 signatory countries, 
Bangladesh is one of the very few yet 
to submit its self assessment of its 
anti-corruption efforts."  
It is also "high time that Bangladesh 
signed the UN Convention against 
Corruption, already signed by 106 
countries around the world, said 
Rooke, "Since the UN Convention 
lays the basis for enhanced 
international cooperation in law 
enforcement, information exchange 
and technical assistance, it can greatly 

assist Bangladesh in its anti-corruption 
efforts."  
In the report, the suggestions made for 
the establishment of good governance 
were, setting up of an independent 
anti-corruption commission for 
curbing corruption, creation of 
ombudsmen offices, separate the 
judiciary from the executive, create a 
national commission for human rights, 
separate the audits and accounts 
department, and advise the amendment 
of local government.
The National Integrity System TI 
Country Study Report - Bangladesh 
2003 was prepared by Mr. M. Farid, 
assisted by Shamaila Mahbub, 
Muhammad Anwarul Amin, Md. 
Abdul Alim, Sydur Rahman Molla and 
Mohammed Imam Uddin of TIB led 
by Prof. Muzaffer Ahmad, under the 
auspices of a programme developed by 
the Transparency International 
Secretariat together with Professor 
Alan Doig and Stephanie Mclvor of 
the Teesside Business School.
 
Source: TI and TIB press release, 
simultaneously at Berlin and 
Dhaka,14 September 2004.

A

Citizens' Condolence Meeting 
For the CCC Convener of 
Muktagachha

citizens' condolence meeting was 

held at the auditorium of local 

municipal library on 19 July 

following the demise of Muktagachha CCC 

Convener, veteran politician and former MP Advocate 

Shamsul Haque. The condolence meeting was arranged 

jointly by the CCC and TIB. Chaired by Advocate 

Ramzan Ali Pathan, the meeting was addressed by 

leading personalities from various classes 

and professions of the locality. The 

speakers prayed for the salvation of the 

departed soul and shed light on his 

eventful life. 

It may be mentioned that Advocate 

Shamsul Haque had expired on 6 July. 

Apart from his involvement with the TIB-

inspired CCC, this eminent social worker 

was also involved with various social and professional 

organizations. In his death, TIB has lost a close associate in 

the movement against corruption. The country has lost a 

fine citizen.
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Exchange of views with municipal councils at various places under the aegis of CCCs  

Exchange of opinions of people with   representatives
 of Kishoreganj municipality

C
CC In order to ensure 

accountability, the CCCs and TIB 

have jointly organized opinion 

exchange meetings with the goal of 

transforming the municipalities into 

corruption-free, well-governed, transparent, 

accountable, effective and pro-people 

institutions. These opinion exchange 

meetings were held between the general 

citizens and the newly elected members of 

Mymensingh, Muktagachha, Kishoreganj 

and Jamalpur municipalities.

Kishoreganj: The chairman and 

commissioners of Kishoreganj municipality 

made a pledge to solve various problems 

faced in the municipality through cooperation 

and active participation of the citizens by 

remaining above narrow partisanship, and to 

undertake development work in a transparent 

and accountable manner. They made this 

important commitment in front of citizens 

during the opinion exchange meeting 

between the municipal council and the 

citizens on 30 August. 

The CCC Convener of Kishoreganj sadar 

chaired this opinion exchange meeting, 

which was held at the auditorium of local 

municipal library. CCC Member Advocate 

Ashok Sarker acted as the moderator. 

Eminent personalities from various 

professions and classes including students, 

teachers, journalists, politicians, lawyers, 

businessmen, NGO workers, cultural 

activists, women activists, CCC members of 

the town participated in this spontaneous 

discussion. 

The citizens demanded formulation of a 

realistic, scientific and long-term plan in the 

meeting for immediate solution to various 

problems and irregularities faced in 

Kishoreganj. Recalling the pledges of the 

Chairman made during election and the 

duties and obligations of the municipal 

council, TIB Program Officer Samapika 

Halder called upon the municipal council and 

the citizens to work together for transforming 

Kishoreganj into a transparent, accountable 

and corruption-free municipality. 

The chairman of the municipality Alhaj Md. 

Abu Taher Mia welcomed all comments, 

advice and demands of the citizens. He 

emphasized on setting up ward-based 

citizens' committees for ensuring 

transparency and accountability of the 

council and to enhance the quality of 

rendered services. Seeking cooperation of all 

citizens in all activities of the municipality, 

he called for combined efforts of the 

municipal council and the civil society, and if 

required movement for restoration of the 

Narasunda river.

A discussion meeting on 'Obstacles to 

ensuring quality primary education 

and their solutions' was held on 29 

September through the joint 

initiative of CCC-Kishoreganj and 

TIB at the auditorium of Boulai 

Government Primary School under 

Kishoreganj sadar upazila. 

Presided over by the chairman of 

school management committee, the 

discussion was addressed by the 

CCC Convener of Kishoreganj sadar 

Khurshid Uddin Bhuiyan, CCC 

Members Advocate Saiful Haque 

Molla, Mukti Chowdhury, Program 

Organizer of TIB Md. Atiqur Rahman, 

physician Dr. Md. Abdul Hai, headmistress 

of the school Ruma Anjali, teacher Alaka 

Rani, UP Member Abdus Salam, Md. Nure 

Alam, Bulbul Ahmed, etc.   

Mymensingh: An opinion exchange 

meeting was held between the newly elected 

Council of Mymensingh Municipality and 

the citizens on 8 September (Wednesday) 

afternoon (5 p.m.) at the local Muslim 

Institute Auditorium under the joint auspices 

of CCC-Mymensingh Sadar and TIB. The 

Chairman and Members of the Mymensingh 

Municipality made various pledges before 

the municipal-dwellers and eminent citizens 

for development of the municipal area.  

A working paper was presented by CCC 

member Kanij Gofrani Koraishi Kanti on 

behalf of the citizens' committee at the 

opinion exchange meeting, which was 

presided over by Professor Shamsul Islam. It 

contained various problems faced by the 

municipality, hindrances to their solution, 

ways of overcoming those, measures for 

establishing transparency, accountability and 

good governance in municipal administration 

and plans of the citizens' committee and TIB 

for genuine transformation of the 

municipality into an island of integrity. The 

newly elected chairman of the municipality, 

commissioners, teachers, journalists, lawyers, 

doctors, NGO officials, women's rights 

workers, municipal dwellers and the CCC 

members took part in the discussion 

spontaneously. 

The address of welcome was delivered by the 

convener of the CCC sub-committee on 

municipal services Advocate AHM 

Khalequzzaman. CCC member Niamul 

Kabir Sajol took part in the discussion. The 

newly elected chairman of Mymensingh 

Municipality Advocate Mahmud Al Noor 

Tareq welcomed the comments, advice and 

demands of the citizens. The panel chairmen 

Ikramul Haq Titu, Syed Shafiqul Islam Mintu 

and Md. Mahbubur Rahman Dulal spoke on 

behalf of the commissioners. Commissioner 

of the reserved seat Roksana Shirin was also 

present. 

Muktagacha: An opinion exchange 

meeting between the newly elected 

municipal council and the citizens was held 

on 23 September (Thursday) afternoon (5 

p.m.) under the joint auspices of CCC-

Muktagachha and TIB. Chaired by the CCC 

Convener Principal Swapan Kumar Das, the 

newly elected chairman and commissioners 

were present in the meeting. Assistant 

Program Officer of TIB Karuna Kishore 

Chakraborti dwelt on the electoral pledges. 

In the open discussion phase, the 

participating citizens laid emphasis on 

enhancing the quality of services and various 

facilities. The newly elected chairman 

Mansurur Rahman Khan gave assurance that 

various demands made by the citizens would 

be met swiftly. Those who were present 

among the CCC members included Paritosh 

Kar, Rumi Das, Advocate Ramjan Ali 

Pathan, Advocate AKM Mahbubur Rahman 

Bulbul.

The chairman and 
commissioners of 

Kishoreganj municipality 
made a pledge to solve 
various problems faced 

in the municipality 
through cooperation and 
active participation of the 

citizens
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Jamalpur: An opinion exchange 

meeting was held between the newly elected 

municipal council and the citizens under the 

joint auspices of CCC-Jamalpur Sadar and 

TIB on 23 August at the conference room of 

the municipality. Chaired by the CCC 

Convener Advocate Nazrul Islam Dulu, the 

newly elected chairman and commissioners 

were greeted with flowers at this opinion 

exchange meeting. 

Those who spoke at the meeting included 

the newly elected chairman of Jamalpur 

municipality Advocate Shah Mohammad 

Wares Ali Mamun, Principal Mozibor 

Rahman, CCC members Professor Meer 

Ansar Ali, Sukumar Chowdhury, Advocate 

Shameem Ara, Lecturer Hasanur Rahman 

Khan, Commissioner Md. Abdul Auwal, 

Md. Shahinur Rahman, etc. In their 

addresses, the newly elected representatives 

stated their pledges for development of the 

municipality. 

Meetings with 
management committees 

of schools and gatherings 

of mothers
AFor ensuring quality primary education, 

the citizens' committees formed through the 

initiative of TIB arranged some discussion 

meetings in the greater Mymensingh area. 

Discussions were held at the meetings on 

various development programs including 

overall improvement of schools 

management, regular attendance of students, 

checking drop-outs, role of the guardians 

and people's representatives. Besides, some 

mothers' gatherings were organized for 

ensuring quality primary education. News of 

these discussion meetings held at various 

places are briefly discussed below:

Kishoreganj: A discussion meeting 

was held on 26 August through the joint 

initiative of citizens' committee and TIB at 

Barakhapan Government Primary School of 

Kishoreganj. Presided over by the chairman 

of school managing committee Md. 

Mukhsed Uddin, the meeting was addressed 

by CCC member Ashok Sarker, TIB staff 

Atiqur Rahman, etc. Speakers at the meeting 

stressed on involvement of the civil society 

at local level for raising the quality of 

primary education.

Madhupur: A discussion meeting was 

held with the management committee of 

Alokdia Government Primary School at 

Modhupur, Tangail on 26 August. Various 

topics like activities of the management 

committee, responsibilities of teachers, role 

of union councils, supervision and 

cooperation of upazila administration etc. 

were highlighted in the meeting. It was 

addressed among others by the CCC 

Convener Professor Golam Samdani, 

members Abdul Latif, Abdus Samad 

Talukdar and Srikumar Guha Niogi, 

headmaster of the school Ruhul Amin, UP 

member Md. Hekmat Ali and Mosammat 

Rashida Khatun. TIB staff Karuna Kishore 

Chakraborti conducted the meeting. 

A mothers' gathering was held at Alokdia 

Government Primary School on 23 

September under the joint auspices of 

Modhupur CCC and TIB. Its objective was 

to shed light on the role of mothers in 

ensuring quality primary education. 

Presided over by the chairman of the 

management committee Md. Kamruzzaman, 

the speakers included Upazila Education 

Officer Mansur Rahman, Shahina Khatun on 

behalf of mothers, Shamsul Alam of the 

management committee and CCC members.

A meeting was held at Ambaria Government 

Primary School of Mirzabari union on 2 

September under the chairmanship of school 

management committee chief Tapan Kumar 

Goon. The citizens' committee gave 

assurance that it would award prizes to 15 

pupils for encouraging maximum 

attendance. 

Nalitabari: A meeting was held at 

Charu Government Primary School on 27 

June for raising the quality of overall school 

management. Presided over by the CCC 

Convener MA Hakam Heera, the meeting 

was attended by the members of the 

management committee, school teachers and 

CCC members.

Mymensingh: A gathering of mothers 

was organized under the joint auspices of 

CCC and TIB at No. 87 Bhati Ghagra 

Government Primary School on 19 

September. The slogan of the gathering was 

'Care of teachers and mothers was required 

for flourishing the children's intellect'. 

Chaired by the member of school 

management committee Abdul Quddus 

Master, the gathering was addressed by 

CCC members Md. Momtaz Uddin, Niamul 

Kabir Sajol, guardian Hasina Khatun, 

teacher Abu Sayeed Siddiqui, Md. Ibrahim, 

Md. Shahjahan and TIB staff Karuna 

Kishore Chakraborti.

A mothers' gathering was held at Talma 

Government Primary School of 

Mymensingh sadar upazila on 27 

September. The speakers at the meeting said 

that mothers have to come forward for 

educating their offspring. Presided over by 

Kalpana Sinha, the meeting was addressed 

by Momtaz Uddin, Kaniz Gofrani Quraishi 

Kanti, Farida Hasna, etc.

Jamalpur: Two separate follow-up 

meetings were held at Hajipur Government 

Primary School and Bangladesh 

Government Primary School on 23 

September under the joint auspices of CCC-

Jamalpur Sadar and TIB. 

Report: Samapika Halder, Al-Amin Mia, 

Bidyut Kumar Pal, Md. Rakibul Islam, 

Faisal Mostafizur Rahman and Md. Atiqur 

Various topics like 
activities of the 

management committee, 
responsibilities of 

teachers, role of union 
councils, supervision and 

cooperation of upazila 
administration etc.
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Jamalpur: A council has been formed 

dubbed 'Wanted drugs-free Jamalpur' 

at a meeting of Jamalpur Volunteers' 

Group on 24 September. A 19-member 

convening committee was formed with 

volunteer Santanu Islam as convener and 

Tanzina Afroze Luna as joint convener. 

The committee decided to undertake 

various programs for generating mass 

awareness against drugs. 

Modhupur: The volunteers' group of 

Modhupur organized a debate 

competition on 26 July on the theme 

'political goodwill is not enough for 

curbing corruption'. On the other hand, 

the volunteers submitted some 

memoranda to the Upazila Executive 

Officer, Officer-in-Charge of police 

station and municipality chairman on 26 

August. They spoke against display of 

obscene cinema posters, selling meat 

through loud publicity on the road, etc.

Meetings on self-reliance

An opinion exchange meeting was held on 8 

July on the subject 'self-reliance of CCCs' 

with the local NGOs of Modhupur. Eight 

NGOs participated in this meeting held at the 

CCC office with convener Golam Samdani in 

the chair. The citizens' committee dwelt on its 

multifarious activities and future programs at 

the meeting. The CCC urged the NGOs 

working in Modhupur to extend assistance for 

its self-reliance, and sought advice and joint 

initiative.  The NGOs responded to the call of 

the CCC for ensuring transparency and 

accountability at the grassroots level and 

expressed optimism regarding collective 

endeavors. Samapika Halder and Karuna 

Kishore Chakrabarty were present at the 

meeting on behalf of TIB.

Theatre Workshop

Two workshops were arranged for the 

People's Theatre of TIB at Mymensingh 

and Muktagachha. These workshops 

were held at two separate places between 

23 and 30 September. Assistant 

Programme Officer of TIB Ribon 

Khandokar acted as the instructor. 

Rehearsals of two latest productions of 

the groups 'Lal Sabujer Deshey' (in the 

land of red and green) and 'Asiraner 

Bangladesh' (Asiran's Bangladesh) were 

staged at these workshops. It may be 

mentioned that these two mass-oriented 

dramas were written and directed by 

Jewel Kabir.

"The reports published by Transparency International are harmful for the country. Our donors get 
upset as a result. It is harmful for democracy as well".

--Finance Minister M. Saifur Rahman at the inaugural ceremony of a conference held at Hotel 
Sonargaon on 30 August.

Source: Doinik Shongbad, 31 August 2004

"They have to do something for their existence, so TIB has prepared a report on the basis of 
newspaper stories without any proof"

--Communication Minister Barrister Nazmul Huda giving his reaction after the release of TIB 
Corruption Database Report, which termed the communication sector as the most corrupt in 
financial terms. 

Source: Doinik Prothom Alo, 1 September 2004

"What is Transparency International? Have they come from the planet Mars? It has to be examined 
on what basis they are investigating and publishing reports harmful for the country's image. The 
spies of TIB would have done better if they had picked up the job of police instead of doing these". 

--Shipping Minister Colonel (retd.) Akbar Hossain in his reaction after the publication of TIB research report on 

Chittagong Port.      
                Source: Doinik Manob Jomin, 29 September  2004.

"The port and customs people take money by holding us hostage; we do not pay bribes of our 
own". 

--First Vice-President of BGMEA Ershadullah at the roundtable meeting organized by TIB on 28 September 2004.
Source: Doinik Jonokontho, 29 Sepetember 2004.

"Speedy trial law is an example of the non-tolerant attitude of those in power. Those who stay in 
power frame this type of law with vile motive". 

--Jatiya Party (JP) Chairman Anwar Hossain Monju at the roundtable discussion organized by TIB on 'Law and order 

disruption crimes (speedy trial) Act'.
Source: Doinik Bhorer Kagoj, 13 September  2004.
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Activities of CCC  

anik Saha, a brave journalist and social worker 

of Bangladesh, has been awarded this year's 

International Integrity Prize of Transparency 

International (TI). The declaration of this award was 

formally made at the Annual General Meeting of TI 

held at the Kenyan capital Nairobi on 8 October. 

Eminent journalist Manik 

Saha was killed while 

returning home from 

Khulna Press Club on 15 

January when bombs 

were thrown at him by unidentified terrorists. He was 

awarded this prize posthumously for dedicating his life 

to writing reports on injustices, political corruption and 

terrorism with great courage. Manik Saha had worked 

in the daily Sangbad, BBC Bengali Service and the 

English daily New Age. It is for the first time that a 

Bangladeshi citizen has received this award. TI has 

been awarding this integrity prize on a global basis 

since 2000 to individuals and institutions playing a 

significant role in curbing corruption. 

A selection committee comprising of eminent 

personalities fighting corruption in various countries of 

the world received nominations this year from over 30 

countries belonging to all continents. A total of 6 

persons including Manik Saha were awarded the prize 

this year. Of them, 3 received the award posthumously. 

The other five were, murdered ex-officer of road 

transport department of India Satyendra Kumar Dubey, 

murdered Turkish electrical engineer Hasan Balikci, 

Central Bank employee of Kenya David Munyakei, 

police constable Naftali Lagat and former head of tax 

administration of 

Republica Srpska Milica 

Bisic. 

Manik Chandra Saha 

was born in 1956 in 

Chalitatala village of 

Kalia thana under Jessore district. Holding post-

graduate degrees in law and political science, Manik 

Saha started his journalistic career in 1982 as the 

Khulna representative of the daily Sangbad. He was 

involved with the daily Sangbad up to his death. In 

addition, he had worked as the local representative of 

Ekushey Television, New Age and BBC Bengali 

Service. Alongside writing on corruption, violence and 

terrorism, he had authored some research books and 

articles. 

Late Manik Saha led Khulna Press Club and Khulna 

Journalists' Union at different times. He also had strong 

affiliation with various socio-cultural organizations. He 

was a member of 'Friends of TIB'. This late journalist 

had left behind innumerable fans including wife Nanda 

Saha, two daughters Moumita Saha Natasha and 

Sharmita Saha Parshia. There was a storm of protests 

and condemnations from writers-journalists-litterateurs 

and democratic-progressive quarters at home and 

abroad as well as large-scale agitation against the 

killing of Manik Saha.

M

he volunteers' groups of the 

Committees of Concerned 

Citizens formed under the 

aegis of TIB are carrying out various 

activities in Greater Mymensingh. 

News of these activities are 

presented below:

Mymensingh: Regular meetings 

of the TIB Volunteers' Group of 

Mymensingh were held on 14 

July and 5 September. The 

agenda for the 14 July meeting 

included introduction of newly 

recruited Program Organizer 

Faisal Mustafizur Rahman, 

extempore speech and general 

knowledge competitions and 

prize giving ceremony 

(including those of pervious 

competitions). Eminent women's 

rights and cultural activist Kaniz 

Gofrani Quraishi, who is a CCC 

member, was present at the meeting as 

special guest and distributed prizes 

among the competitors. Assistant 

Program Officer of TIB Karuna 

Kishore Chakrabarty, Mohammad 

Mohsin and Counselor of Advice and 

Information Centre Ujjal Bhattacharya 

took part in the discussion and acted 

as judges. The agenda for the 5 

September meeting, on the other hand, 

included preparations for exchanging 

views with the newly elected 

municipal council and other 

subjects.

Muktagacha: TThe volunteers' of 

Muktagachha arranged a general 

knowledge competition for the 

class nine students of 5 local 

schools on 20 September. Around 

200 students participated in this 

competition. 18 competitors 

ultimately emerged victorious in 

it.
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I
t is with great honour and humility that I have joined 

Transparency International Bangladesh. I convey my 

deepest gratitude to the Board of Trustees for their 

trust and confidence in me, especially in these challenging 

times. Thanks to their visionary leadership and guidance, 

and dedication and hard work of my 

predecessor and the excellent team of young 

and committed staff, TIB has not only made 

commendable progress over the past several 

years, but also created a strong foundation for 

a powerful and sustainable social movement 

against corruption in Bangladesh. 

TIB's objectives and programs are guided by a 

vision of Bangladesh in which government, 

politics, business, civil society and the daily 

lives of the people are free of corruption. Corruption 

undermines economic development; increases poverty and 

exploitation; prevents good governance, accountability 

and transparency; and creates social and political 

instability and insecurity. We work against corruption, its 

power-base and network. Our job is not to criticize or 

oppose any particular institution per se - private or public 

- be that government or any department thereof. We 

understand that the government is committed to 

eliminating corruption from the society. All we want to do 

is to help and strengthen government and other efforts to 

establish a corruption free society. We would always 

welcome any dispassionate and constructive criticisms and 

suggestions that would serve the interest of everyone who 

wants to see a corruption-free Bangladesh. 

TIB wouldn't have been where it is today 

without the support of the TIB members and 

numerous friends who helped and encouraged 

us in many ways. We are grateful to the 

Government of Bangladesh, our donors, 

Transparency International Secretariat and its 

Asia-Pacific department for their continued 

support. 

I am fully aware that we have a long way to go - to carry 

forward, strengthen and sustain what has been done over 

the years, and try to do it more effectively. I trust that TIB 

is not alone in this effort. We would welcome any 

possibility of working together with everyone who has 

stakes in eliminating corruption, especially those 

individuals and organizations who are in various ways 

engaged in related fields of social change and 

development.
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Effective  Parliament

It is our misfortune as a 

nation that we have not 

achieved any significant 

progress despite the passage 

of 33 years since our 

independence. The onus of 

this failure largely falls on 

our politicians; especially 

those who are or were in 

power. Parliamentary 

democracy has been 

introduced in the country 

after much struggle. But 

even this parliamentary 

system does not have the 

expected institutional base. 

But a dynamic parliament is 

needed for strengthening 

democracy and establishing 

good governance. I extend 

my thanks for the editorial 

published on this subject in 

the June 2004 issue of TIB.

Shonaganga, Khulna.

Merit-based public 

Administration 

Attempts to groom up a 

meritorious public 

administration having sense 

of honor have repeatedly 

fa i led  in  

Bangladesh. Many 

c o m m i s s i o n s  

were formed 

since 1973 for 

reforms of public 

administration. 

Most of the 

recommendations made by 

the commissions for 

reforming public 

administration have not bee 

implemented. There is no 

alternative to merit-based 

public administration for 

building a welfare-oriented 

state. We may become a 

stateless society if the 

present trend of public 

administration continues for 

long.

Rofiqul Baset

Circuit House Rd, Kakrail, 

Dhaka

Corruption at Shikkha 

Bhaban

No file moves in the Shikkha 

Bhaban without money. 

There is money 

everywhere. Nothing is 

excluded, including 

a p p o i n t m e n t s ,  

transfers, promotions, 

enlistment under 

MPO. The teachers 

have to lobby 

months after 

months for getting 

sanctions of pension. Even a 

year passes if no bribe is 

paid. Bribe is required for 

clearing oneself from various 

allegations including 

corruption. No educational 

institution is brought under 

MPO unless over one lakh 

taka is paid. The people want 

an end to this situation. We 

hope, the government would 

take appropriate measures 

for checking corruption in 

the Department of Secondary 

and Higher Education.

Mainul

Shojolkanda, Lakkhikol, 

Rajbari

Plundering toll collection

The Roads and Highways 

Department has the 

responsibility of collecting 

tolls of Meghna-Gumti 

Bridge on Dhaka-Chittagong 

highway. Looting of 

collected toll revenue started 

since it got this responsibility 

from 13 September 2002. 

The local officials of R & H 

are involved in plundering 

crores of taka each year. The 

higher officials of 

Communication Ministry are 

also involved in it indirectly. 

TIB may carry out research 

on the subject.

An anonymous employee

Roads and Highways (Sho & 

Jo) Authority, Ramna, Dhaka
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