Year 5 No.2 June 2001 [ESyeioVAY Sy \VEOAVA=N V=3 \\N BV N CY N 1\ RSN BN E:

;

ChEAIING. .

he young generation of today isthe nation builders of tomorrow.

When this young generation resort to cheating as a means of 4

excelling academically the nation is faced with a bleak future.
Cheating has spread like an epidemic in our public examinations,
especialy in the rural areas of the country. The examinee but
%lardlan, teachers, friends and even policemen engage themselvesin -
the act of cheating. Teachers and guardians irrespective of their age,
fall to redlize that cheating is equivaent of stealing and thus equally
shameful. Education is the foundation of a nation — the first and one
of the most important steps to progress. Education means knowing
your present and past, your society, country and the world. It gives
you the ability to plan your future, to gain knowledge and humane
qualities and teaches you to be innovative. Neither individuals nor
nations can be successful without a concrete education. In any ven-
ture for establishing democracy, equal dparti cipation of men and
women, transparency, accountability and g governance in al
stages of our society and state, we first need higher education.
Cher]qtin fin public examinations poses one of the magor impediments
in this effort.

In Bangladesh cheating in the public examinations existed even in
theold days. In the nineteenth century, the Dhaka Prakash, a newspa-
per published from Dhaka occasiondly highlighted, along with other
stories, news about chesting in examinations. The Report of the
Hamoodur Rahman Commission, which was formed in 1964, aso
expressed concern at the cheating and malpractices in examinations.
The Dr. Kudrat-e-Khuda Education Commission Report of 1974 stated
that “recently held examinations witnessed widespread cheating” and
that cheating has turned “the examination into afarce.” The 1988 Report
of the National Education Commission also commented that the contin-
uing slide in the condition of examinations has taken on an daunting form
and also the severity of such corruptions has increased greatly. A recent .
research survey conducted by the Bangladesh Ingtitute of Devel opment
Studies (BIDS) states that the main challenge for the secondary education
is by “ prevalent chesting in the Board conducted examinations,
leaking of question papers and such other rampant corruptions.”

The chronological picture of cheating in public examinations ir'
Bangladesh is owing to the negative imﬁact of several long-standing
socio-economic and palitical factors, together with the influence of deca:
dence and deterioration suffered by our commitment and values. Today
Bangladesh is faced with both the challenges and prospects of global-
ization at the onset of the 21st century. This challenge cannot be taken
on without honest and capable leadership. If the nation is to be devel-
oped under the leadership of competent individuas, then the founda
tion of education must be made stronger. Nationa excellence can only
be achieved through the enrichment of every individual. It would not
be possible to strengthen the fundamentals of Bangladesh and
achieve national excellence unless cheating in public examinationsis
stemmed, and dignity and integrity restored to the public examina-
tions. The main responsibility of combating cheating in examina-
tions lies with the Government. Nevertheless, it is important to
have the collective efforts of students, teachers and guardians for
creating a cheating-free environment for examinations—with of
course the necessary measures by the concerned authorities. We
must rid ourselves of this national bane so that the journey
towards creating enlightened men and women is smooth and
unimpeded.
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Transparency in dection

: neutral in the interest of :
: democracy. Thanks to TIB :
! Newdetter Year 5 March :
i 2001 issue for publishing an :
: editoria on this subject.
: M.A.Karim :
: Hathazari, Chittagong :
Not much timeis|eft for the : VIP Corruption
national elections. Who shall :
we seein the next Parliament? :
Honest politicians, socia :
workers, leaders? Or shall we :
see retired bureaucrats, army :
men, smugglers, gunrunners, £
drug dedlers, women traffick- :
ers and gold smugglers? :
People with vested interest :

Even if minor cases of cor- i
ruption have occasionally :
been brought to justice, noth- :
ing happensin the case of cor- :
ruption by VIPs. One need :
not reiterate that the poaliti- :

cians patronize these corrupt

people. People with illegal :
arms, terrorists, arms deders :

Ingtitutionalisng
corruption

Police, Customs,

related organisations has

: undoubtedly take back, by : soforever. Wewantanendto : Want end to corruption in

! any means, twicelthrice of @ this. ¢ Police

: what they spend. The elec- Azam )

: tions must be free, fair and i Khuishi, Chittagong. :  On 14 April, a TIB Report

: was quoted stating that the
: most corrupt agency in the
: country wasthe Police. When

Ingtitutionalising of corrup- : weturn the pages of a news-

: tion in Bangladesh today is
very clear. Corruption in the :

BDR, i , .
Income Tax, VAT, Excisetax, : perpetrated by the Police. Itis

PWD, Roads and Highways P that corruption in the Police

! be checked. Otherwise, the
beﬁ:ome_ pattEEEowfw th‘?( sySte?]" ! law and order situation will
\'/Avorﬁ?‘vﬂyi?e and tOlevneIO\-Nw'Esg : bresk down completely and
rates for bribery. Corruption i furthermore, it will not be
has become institutionalised ; POSSDIE to maintain the neu-

: a an unbdievable rapidity :
and its liability falls not so :
much on officias as on the

paper, we find reports of mur-
der, rape, toll collection,
dacoity, looting and hijacking

therefore a matter of urgency

trality and transparency of the
judiciary.
Bduzzaman (Ratan), LLB (Find)

vggll donateffun(rj]sto the polit- : and ?;iﬂljg and toldblsml_JggIer? i politicians. : Chittagong Law College.
i iesfor their nomi- enjoy the blessings of : Purobi Sengupta. : A :

natic[))r?,n clearly not politicians, direct- : purabi@homal.com i COFruUption in Asa

for socia ly or indirect- } ! The Asia-Pacific

service. _ \ ly. ~These : pynishment for the : Conference on curbing cor-

They k. politicians § - oorrypt ! ruption was held  last

will are there- : i December in Seoul, South

. f or e: ItcanbeseenfromTIB'S i Korea Vice President John

unable to : listing of corrupt practicesfor ¢ Lintzer of the Asian

nab them : the period July - December : Development Bank (ADB)

even by : 2000 that corruption in the : said that the extent of corrup-

enacting : Police, health sector and by : tion was very grave and he

the Public : class 1 government servants : apprehended that it would

Security }: has cost the Government i havedangerousimpact onthe

Act. This is i 5500 core taka If that be the i %I]obal economy. He said that

\ because, as the } figure for 6 months, then the gp?et;deavgorl?ﬂ;)?iecg}nthp{)aitl e‘g‘%‘;

saying goes, ‘you : total for thefull termperiod of : v poses a serious chal-

remains

pull the ear and :
the whole head :
comes —inthiscaseit :
is not only the head, but :
the neck and aso the :
body that is bound to :
come. And therefore, :
corruption by VIPs i
under :
cover, and per- :
haps will remain :

this Government isamatter of :

great concern. Corruption at : A
this rate casts anegative influ- wg ngtﬁgofnggbﬁ'ﬁ’%%%f
ence. The Government should | there is bound to be serious
ingtitute proper inquiry and :

punish al individuals and :

organisations linked to cor- { region's economic architec-

i ture.

Razee !
Satellite Town, Rgjshehi =

ruption.

enge for ADB. However, in

threat to the economic future
of this region, affecting the
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Accountability of the Gover nment

Recently, the World Bank and other donor agencies have
identified corruption as the main problem for Bangladesh. In
some reports, it has even been said that if corruption is
checked, the growth rate can be effectively doubled. There has
however been no forward movement in checking corruption.
TIB isworking towards curbing corruption, which is undoubt-
edly in the greater national interest. The real issue however is
ythe political will of the Government. The Government must be
answerable to the people. Only accountability can force a
Govt. to adopt effective measures to curb corruption.

Salma Sultana
Crescent Road, Dhaka
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