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Bangladesh is one of the topmost vulnerable countries in climate change aspects, according 

to the reports of several international research including UNFCCC, UNDP, World Bank, 

Maplecroft and Germanwatch. The country is struggling to adapt with the adverse impacts of 

climate change. Some of the vulnerability features are: 

 More 140,000 people died in the cyclone of 1991 while more than 3,500 were killed by cyclone Sidr in 
2007, although Bangladesh has one of the best disaster management systems in the world. 

 17% of Bangladesh coast, which is the habitat of 40,000,000 people, is in risk of inundation. More than 
400,000 people experienced 2 years long inundation after cyclone Aila in 2009. 

 More than 100 kilometre upstream water of coastal zone is likely to be affected by extreme salinity. 

 20-30 million people are in risk of forced migration from the climate hotspots. 

 Cereal food production will be decreased at a rate of 8-32%. 

 People of southern coastal zone and northern drought-prone areas are likely to face severe water 
scarcity. 

 Biodiversity of forest and wetlands including Sundarbans will be degraded and many of the regions 
maybe left uninhabitable. 

 

In this reality and future concerns, developed country parties are not coming to a consensus to 

deep cut of emission which is a must to save the planet. Financial and technology support 

from Annex-1 countries are also insufficient and unpredictable. The UNFCCC formed 

several financing institutions like Adaptation Fund, LDC Fund and Green Climate Fund 

(GCF), but none of the institutions are active in full pledge due to insufficient financial 

resources. 

Some developed countries provided USD 170 million so far in the Bangladesh Climate 

Change Resilience Fund (BCCRF) while Bangladesh Government formed Bangladesh 

Climate Change Trust Fund (BCCTF) of USD 350 million by its own revenue budget. A 

culture of secrecy is strictly following in governing both of the funds while BCCTF 

secretariat, World Bank, is more non-transparent than BCCTF. 

In this circumstance, Humanitywatch, one of the members of Climate Finance Governance 

Network (CFGN), had taken an initiative to observe third year of Climate Justice Week 

which was started in 2010. CFGN joined in the initiative in 5 districts, namely Barguna, 

Barisal, Khulna, Patuakhali and Satkhira with Humanitywatch, Campaign for Sustainable 
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Rural Livelihoods (CSRL) and other co-organisers. Local Communities of Practices (CSOPs) 

and member organisations joined the mobilisation and organised different mobilisation, 

discussion and press conferences. Local CSOPs organised the week on 14 and 15 November 

remembering destruction and death of super cyclone Sidr in 2007 during the week observed 

from 11-17 November 2012 and started with a Press Conference in Khulna, Bangladesh. 

 

Press Conference 
To kick off the week, a press conference in Khulna on 11 November 2012 was organised 

jointly by Khulna CSOP of CFGN, CSRL members and Humanitywatch. More than 40 

journalists from different print and electronic 

media joined the press conference. Khulna 

CSOP convener and AOSED executive 

director Shamim Arfeen read out the written 

speech describing objectives, demands and 

program schedule of the week. Coordinator of 

the Organising Team and chief executive of 

Humanitywatch responded the questions of 

the journalists. CSOP member Advocate Firoz 

Ahmed and Shamima Sultana Shilu sit at 

centre table of the press conference while 

BELA divisional coordinator Mahfuzur Rahman Mukul, BEDS executive director Maksudur 

Rahman and CDP divisional coordinator Iqbal Hossain Biplob was present. 

The representatives declared 7 point demands including deep cut of emission, stop debt-

business of multilateral development banks by using climate-crisis, ensure transparency, 

equity and justice in climate finance, allowing climate forced migrants in developed 

countries, include population and reproductive health in climate adaptation, ensuring new and 

additional fund for most vulnerable countries, and ensuring local ecology based adaptation. 

Most of the national English and Bangla newspapers and electronic media covered the press 

conference with due importance (paper clipping attached in annex-1). 

 

Sidr Death Toll Show in Khulna 
Khulna is one of the districts faced super cyclone Sidr in 2007 and cyclone Aila in 2009. The 

misery of the cyclone is still resentful to remember. To remember the death and damage of 

cyclone Sidr for sensitising world leaders, Khulna CSOP of CFGN, CSRL members and 

Humanitywatch jointly organised a media stunt on 14 November 2012, Wednesday with 

participation of climate victims and involvement of local CSOP members namely AOSED, 

BEDS, BELA, CDP, IRV and MSSUS. 

Local Member of Parliament (MP) Nazrul 

Islam Manju, Bangladesh Krishak League 

central leader Shyamol Singha Roy, 

Bangladesh Awami League organising 

secretary Humayun Kabir Boby, 

Communist Party of Bangladesh (CPB) 

secretary SA Rashid, Workers Party leader 

Mafidul Islam was present in the media 

stunt as guest. 

Lawmaker Nazrul Islam Manju said that 

every country will have to face the adverse impacts of climate change. But it is like death 

sentence for poor countries like Bangladesh. Only deep cut of emission can save the planet, 
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but EU is to reduce only 20% by this period, which will aggregate the risk of vulnerable 

countries like Bangladesh, the speakers said at the gathering. 

Congratulating Barak Obama for his second tenure as president, the he urged US to agree in a 

legally bounded protocol for deep cut of carbon reduction. They also urged for stopping debt-

business by multilateral development banks (MDBs) like World Bank and ADB. They 

speakers said that, the MDBs are interfering in country owned climate funds and managing it 

in non-transparent ways. Groups demanded transparency, accountability and justice in 

national funds also. 

Civic leader Advocate Feroz Ahmed, lawyer Babul Hawladar, women leader Shamima 

Sultana Shilu, AOSED executive director Shamim Arfeen, BEDS executive director 

Maksudur Rahman, BELA divisional coordinator Mahfuzur Rahman Mukul, IRV coordinator 

Marina Juthi, Shushilan organizer  Tania Nahid, TIB official Bashir Ahmed, Aparajeo 

Bangladesh coordinator Mahbub Alam Prince, Chhayabrikkho executive director Mahbub 

Alam Badsha, Humanitywatch chief executive Hasan Mehedi and Shariful Islam Salim 

addressed the gathering among others.  

 

Climate Victims Mobilisation in Satkhira 
On 14 November 2012, Satkhira CSOP members of CFGN, CSRL and Humanitywatch 

jointly organised a Human Chain and Discussion Meeting remembering cyclone Sidr to push 

global leaders of COP-18. Victims of adverse impacts of climate change, i.e. cyclone, 

participated in the programs. 

After the human chain at Shahid 

Alauddin premises, a procession 

was organised demanding deep 

cut of emission, adequate and 

predictable financial resources 

from developed countries and 

transparency, accountability, 

equity and justice in climate 

finance management. CSOP 

Satkhira convener Abdul 

Mannan presided in the 

concluding discussion while 

Progoti secretary Ashek-E-Elahi anchored the session. The speakers said that, cyclone Aila 

affected people are yet to be settled in their ancestral homes. A large number of affected 

people are still living in inhumane situation in nearby cities including Khulna and the capital 

city, Dhaka. The global leaders are ethically liable to support for rehabilitation of the climate 

induced migrants. The speakers urged the government to take necessary negotiation actions 

for adequate prdictable funding in a transparent way with equity and justice. 

Professor Anisur Rahim, National Awami Party (NAP) leader Kazi Sayeed, Satkhira Press 

Club secretary Kamruzzaman, Bangladesh Vision executive director Aparesh Paul, Freedom 

Fighter Nur Mohammad and Abdul Halim addressed the participants among others. 

 

Drowning Peoples Stunt in Barguna 
With demands in climate change governance globally and nationally, Barguna CSOP of 

CFGN, CSRL members and Humanitywatch organised a media stunt on 15 November 2012 

in Khakdon River which included climate vulnerable people from different areas of Barguna. 

Jago Nari played the anchoring role in organising the event while other CSOP members, both 

individual and organisations, were present. 
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In the media stunt the participants 

organised a human chain with placards of 

deep cut of emissions from developed 

countries, ensuring transparency, 

accountability, equity and justice in global 

and national climate financing, country-

led management of climate finance with 

participation of victimised people and 

adopting a new global protocol to define 

climate forced migrants as universal 

natural person. 

 

Died Peoples Symbolic Presentation in Barisal 
As a symbolic presentation of the people died in cyclone Sidr, Barisal CSOP of CFGN, 

CSRL members and Humanitywatch jointly organised a innovative and emotional 

presentation on the bank of Kirtankhola 

River on 15 November 2012. In the event, 

a group of young people wear funeral 

dress like dead persons with the banner of 

climate justice week. More than 300 

climate victimised people of Barisal 

participated in the event to raise their 

voices on sufferings due to adverse 

weather events as a result of disastrous 

climate change. 

The speakers said that climate change is 

like death sentence for poor countries like Bangladesh. Each and every day a large number of 

Bangladeshi people are affected severely by impacts of climate change. But the developed 

countries are showing unforgivable ignorance to reduce carbon emission and financing. The 

very limited funds provided by the Annex-1 countries are controlled by World Bank, which is 

unethical. The speakers urged to ensure transparency, accountability, equity and justice in the 

global and national climate finance. They also demanded to start second commitment period 

of Kyoto Protocol including BASIC countries as soon as possible. 

The gathering chaired by Prantojon executive director SM Shahazada and addressed by 

freedom fighter Lal Miah, farmers movement leader Mozibur Rahman Khan, NVS executive 

director Shawkat Ali Badal, Bandhan executive director Rafiqul Islam, Social entrepreneur 

Syed Monir and Ibrahim Masum among others. 

 

Human Chain of Sidr Widows in Patuakhali 
CSOP Patuakhali of CFGN, CSRL 

Members and Humanitywatch jointly 

organised a human chain of the wives of 

dead persons in cyclone Sidr on 15 

November 2012 in front of Patuakhali Press 

Club to raise demands of reparations from 

developed countries who are responsible for 

devastating climate crisis. The victimised 

women demanded their participation in the 

climate finance governance system and 
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urged equitable share in climate finance with transparency and accountability. CSOP 

president Abul Hossain Abu Miah, Anirban Samaj Unnyana Sangstha executive director 

Shamsunnahar, Shaplaful Social Development Organisation executive director Nargis Ara 

Bayezid, Shuktara Mohila Sangstha director Mahfuza Islam addressed the participants among 

others. More than 200 climate victims participated in the human chain. 

 

Closing Program of the Climate Justice Week 

After 7-day-long mobilisation in 21 districts of Bangladesh involving more than 100 

organisations and more than 15,000 climate vulnerable people from different agro-ecological 

zones, the closing program was organised on 17 November 2012, Saturday in Khulna 

University through Student Gathering with CSO-Academia and with a closing Declaration 

for climate justice. More than 300 students, teachers, NGO & CSO leaders and journalists 

participated in the closing program. Environmental Science Discipline head Professor Dr. 

Abul Kalam Azad chaired the closing gathering. Life Science School dean Professor Dr. 

Mizanur Rahman was present as chief guest while Professor Dr. Dilip Kumar Datta of 

Environmental Science discipline, Professor Dr. Monirul Islam of Agrotechnology discipline, 

environmental economist Professor Anowarul Quadir, civic leader Advocate Feroz Ahmed 

and journalist Gouranga Nandy was present as special guest. AOSED executive director 

Shamim Arfeen anchored the sessions and Humanitywatch chief executive Hasan Mehedi 

delivered the welcome message. Professor of Environmental Science discipline Dr. Rakib 

Uddin, Kushal Roy and student Rezaul Karim Jitu and Farzana Ahmed addressed the 

gathering among others. 

The speakers demanded immediate deep cut of emission from Annex-1 countries, predictable 

adequate financing from the developed countries, including BASIC countries in second 

commitment period, enforcing second commitment period from starting of 2013, taking 

action on climate forced migration under Cancun Agreement, ensuring transparency, 

accountability, equity and justice in climate 

financing and including population issues in 

adaptation measures. 

Through the discussion of the gathering a 7-

point declaration was adopted and declared for 

endorsement of national and global leaders. 

Khulna University student Parsia Ahmed 

proclaimed the declaration on behalf of Civil 
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Society, Academia and Students of Bangladesh. The declaration has taken with applause and 

pledge to struggle for rights of common people. 

 

Media Coverage 
Most of the national English and vernacular newspapers covered the news of Climate Justice 

Week with due importance. More than 150 news coverage in international, national and local 

media has been reported. Among them, some of important news coverage is given bellow: 

 

1st Day: 11 November 2012 
1. Daily Independent: 

http://www.theindependentbd.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=140753:programme-on-
climate-justice-week-begins&catid=136:metropolitan-others&Itemid=175 

2. Daily Newage: http://www.newagebd.com/detail.php?date=2012-11-12&nid=29785#.UJ_8MOTPdFs 
3. News Today: http://www.newstoday.com.bd/index.php?option=details&news_id=2328707&date=2012-11-

12 
4. News Today: http://www.newstoday.com.bd/index.php?option=details&news_id=2328738&date=2012-11-

13 
5. Financial Express: http://www.thefinancialexpress-

bd.com/index.php?ref=MjBfMTFfMTJfMTJfMV84OF8xNDk3NDY= 
6. Daily Sun: http://www.daily-sun.com/index.php?view=details&archiev=yes&arch_date=12-11-

2012&type=Climate-Justice-Week-Launched-in-
Khulna&pub_no=317&cat_id=1&menu_id=10&news_type_id=1&index=16 

7. UNB Connect: http://www.unbconnect.com/component/news/task-show/id-94231 

 

2nd Day: 12 November 2012 
1. Daily Star: http://www.thedailystar.net/newDesign/news-details.php?nid=257318 
2. Banglanews24: 

http://www.banglanews24.com/detailsnews.php?nssl=fae5e197d786ce325ecb6ad7833862de&nttl=1211201
2150935 

3. Banglanews24: 
http://www.banglanews24.com/detailsnews.php?nssl=973686049de52e8b7c76ea8e9275dc4c&nttl=150858 

4. Daily Suprovat: http://www.suprobhat.com/details.php?reqDate=2012-11-
13+00%3A00%3A00&catId=1&subCatId=3&conId=28825 

 

3rd Day: 13 November 2012 
1. Daily Newage: http://newagebd.com/detail.php?date=2012-11-14&nid=30054#.UKK_WeTPdFs 
2. News Today: http://www.newstoday.com.bd/index.php?option=details&news_id=2328922&date=2012-11-

14 
3. News Today: http://www.newstoday.com.bd/index.php?option=details&news_id=2328927&date=2012-11-

15 
4. Prothom Alo: http://prothom-alo.com/detail/date/2012-11-14/news/305350 
5. Samakal: 

http://www.samakal.com.bd/details.php?news=16&action=main&menu_type=&option=single&news_id=3063
95&pub_no=1227&type= 

6. Kaler Kantho: 
http://www.kalerkantho.com/?view=details&type=gold&data=Tourist&pub_no=1061&cat_id=1&menu_id=43&
news_type_id=1&index=17 

 

4th Day: 14 November 2012 
1. Prothom Alo: http://prothom-alo.com/detail/date/2012-11-15/news/305632 
2. Samakal: 

http://www.samakal.com.bd/details.php?news=14&action=main&menu_type=&option=single&news_id=3066
88&pub_no=1228&type= 
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5th Day: 15 November 2012 
1. Prothom Alo: http://www.prothom-alo.com/detail/date/2012-11-16/news/305937 
2. Kaler Kantho: 

http://www.kalerkantho.com/index.php?view=details&type=gold&data=Tax&pub_no=1063&cat_id=1&menu_
id=43&news_type_id=1&index=4&archiev=yes&arch_date=16-11-2012 

3. Naya Diganta: http://www.dailynayadiganta.com/new/?p=42108 
4. Amar Desh: http://www.amardeshonline.com/pages/details/2012/11/16/173606 
5. Bdnews24: http://www.bdnews24.com/bangla/details.php?cid=2&id=210725&hb=3 
6. Amader Shomoy: http://www.amadershomoy2.com/content/2012/11/16/news0563.htm 

 

6th Day: 16 November 2012 
1. Bangladesh Sangbad Sangstha: 

http://www1.bssnews.net/bangla/newsDetails.php?cat=4&id=151435&date=2012-11-16 
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